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AsszRTED ; and DezznDED, @&c. 


the Moſaic Account of the Creation from 
being generally underſtood and admired, 
ate chiefly theſe two. 

Firſt, The forming Hypotheſes, and then en- 
deavouring to force Scripture to ſupport them. 
Men firſt imagine what they would have Scrip- 
ture ſay, and then twiſt and torture the Words ta 
make them juſtify it: And Scripture is not per- 
mitted to ſpeak for itſelt, and yet is made to an- 
{wer for human Errors. This has been very much 
practiſed in conſtruing the philoſophical Parts of 
Scripture. _ | 

Secondly, The Miſtakes in Philoſophy, which 
ſome Years ſince were ſpread with great Zeal, and 
forced upon Mankind under the Authority of great 


* H E principal Reaſons that have prevented 


Names, and the ſuppoſed Credit of mathematical 


Demonſtration, have very much contributed to 


the Neglect, that Moſes and the Prophets have. 


met with on the Head of Philoſophy. 
8 | 
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As to mathematical Demonſtration, founded up- 
on the Proportions of Lines and Circles to each 
other, and the . ringing of Changes upon Figures, 
theſe have no more to do with the greateſt Part of 
Philoſophy, than they have with the Man in the 
Moon. The Principia of Philoſophy are the in- 
viſible Parts of Matter, and their Properties or 
Qualities; the Cauſe of Motion, and the Means by 
which it is continued. When they can find out 
the Difference between two Atoms, of Gold e. g. 
and Water, by Algebra; and tell us what moves 
the Earth, by Geometry; or can by the Help of 
Tluxions give any account why Fire burns, either 
the ſolar or culinary Fire: When any of this is done 
by the Help of Mathematics or Numbers, it will be 
time enough to talk of Mathematical Principles. 
Indeed the Zeal for this ſort of Gibberiſh is greatly 
abated of late, and though it is now upwards of 
* twenty Years that the Dagon of Modern Philoſo- 
ſophers [Sir Iſaac Newton] has lain with his Face 
upon the Ground before the Ark of God, ( Scrip- 
ture Philoſophy] yet is there not one of the whole 
Society who hath had the Courage to attempt to 
raiſe him up. And fo let him he. 

The Author of NMaſes's Principia has endeavoured 
to explain that Part of the firſt Chapter of Genęſis, 
and ſome other Parts of Scripture, which relate to 
Philoſophical Subjects; and as he had no Hypothe- 
ſis of his own to ſerve; has impartially endeavoured 
to find out the direct Meaning of what was there 
aſſerted; and as he had before. bruſhed down the 
« Cobweb of Circles and Lines which Newton 
* had ſpun to catch Flies in,“ he did not in the. 
leaſt doubr, bur that what he ſhould meet with in 


„For ſo long Myſes's Principia have been publiſhed ; and 
the Treatiſe Of Poaber Efential and Mechanical, in which Sir 
Iſuac Newton's Philoſophy is treated with the utmoſt Contempt 
hys been publiſied a dozen Yeath. | 

Scripture 
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Scripture was true, without any of thoſe ridiculous 
nonſenſical Evaſions and Salvo's,---of Moſes and the 
Prophets writing ad Captum vulgi,----not knowing 
what they wrote---not deſigning an Account of this 
or that, and t'other----Afertions in general Terms, 
which make Fools of the ſacred Authors, and 
their Writings uſeleſs to us; abſolutely givin 
up their Authority, and leaving room to the moſt 
luxuriant Fancy of Imaginers, to mould them into 
what Shape they liſt. No Man living yet ever 
gave one Reaſon, why the Veracity of Scripture 
was not as much concerned to ſpeak the Truth 
of Things, that are the Objects of our Senſes; as 
well as when it ſpeaks of thoſe that are not fo. In 
relating of common Diſcourſes, it is true, the Scrip- 
ture as well as any other Hiſtory, muſt be writ 
in the Diale& of the Speaker. But why Moſes 
when he wrote a formal Account of the Creation, 
and enumerates the Works of God, and tells us 
the Uſe and Deſign of each particular, muſt give 
us a ſhort or lame Account; at leaſt, why he muſt 
give us a falſe Account, puzzles me to find our 
the Shadow of a Reaſon for : But above all, why 
he muſt not underſtand what he wrote, would 
Fee any Man elſe. Had thoſe who have taken 
im in Hand underſtood him, or themſelves, fo 
well as they might do, we had been ſaved the 
Trouble of abundance of ſuch Nonſenſe. | 
Ma ſes is very conciſe, and yet very full. Every 
Word is of Uſe, and every conſequent Expreſſion 
a further Explanation of what went before---No 
idle Repetitions, no rhetorical Flouriſhes, but a phi- 
loſophical Deſcription. I ſhall examine his Ac- 
count Word by Word. 


Ver. 1. In the Beginning God cat ATED 


| Create, is to produce ſomething out of nothing, 
or to cauſe ſomething to exiſt, which before was 
3 2 not 
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not in Being. In this all the Dictionaries agree. 
The Word then relates to the Subſtance of Matter, 
and implies, that God produced it out of nothing. 
We find this Word beautituily made uſe of to ex- 
_ the performing that new and never before 

nown Judgment of God on Korah and his Com- 
pany. F theſe Men die the common Death of all 
Men, or if they be viſited after the common Viſitation 
of all Men; ---- but if the Lord make a new Thing 
Heb. create, a Creature, (or rather, Creation) and 
the Earth open her Mouth, and ſwallow them up, 
&c*, And ſo Exodus xxxiv. 10. I will do Mar- 
wvels, ſuch as have not been created in all the Earth; 
which ſeems a Prediction of the Miracle on Korah : 
However, it ſo plainly implies the doing ſomething 
that never had been done before, ſomething ſo ut- 
terly new, that it is beautifully expreſſed by cre- 
ating. And theſe two Paſſages are a full Proof, 
that when its ſaid, God created the Heaven and the 
Earth, their firſt Production is intended. Tſaiah 
frequently refers to this firſt Act of Almighty 
Power, as Chap. xlii. 5. Thus ſays God, the Lord, 
He that created the Heavens : And Chap. xlv. 7. 1 
formED the Light, and creat ED Darkneſs. JI tran- 
ſlate it creat ED in the Præter-Jenſe, becaule it con- 
fiſts of the ſame Letters as creat ED in the Verſe 
above, and in that next below, and refers to ſome- 
thing that was paſſed long before, being coupledwith 


other Actions that are ſo; as Chap. xv. 18. Thus 


ſays the Lord that created the Heavens, God himſelf 
that formed the Harth, and made it; he that eſta- 
bliſhed it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to 
be inhabited. 1 think theſe Paſſages mark out a 
Difference betwixt creating and forming, too plain 
to be diſputed, and ſhew that creating Heaven and 
Earth was producing them out of nothing. And 


Numbers xvi. 29. 
this 
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this Word may with as ſtrift Propriety be applied 
to an Action that was never done before, as to a 
Subſtance which never exiſted before. To create a 
Miracle, before cited, Jeremiah xxxi. 22. To cr 
ate a new Thing.----Pſalm li. 10. To create à pure 
Heart, and make a new Spirit, are ſo far from con- 
founding the Meaning of the Word, or rendering 
it uncertain, that they fix the Senſe of it. Mr. Fen- 
nings, in an Appendix to his Introduction to the 
Uſe of the Globes, ſeems to think otherwiſe, and 
refers to the Places above as a Proof, page 140. 
«© This Word Bara is ſometimes applied to extra- 
e ordinary divine Operations, in which yet there 
is no new Creation, or Production of any new 
«© Being. Thus it is uſed concerning God's 
„ making the Earth to open, and ſwallow up 
%“ Korah and his Company. Numbers xvi. 30. 
See alſo Exodus xxxiv. 10. Iſaiah xlv. 7, 8. 
«© Pſalm li. 10. Therefore there is no abſolute Ne- 
s ceſſity of taking the firſt Production of the Chaos, 
into the Account which Moſes gives in this Chap- 
<« ter, of the Creation of the World.” If a new 
Action be performed, there is ſomething done 
which never was before. Create is the firſt Pro- 
duction; but what is it produced, is not ſaid 
in the Word; and when it is applied to Heaven 
and Earth, to the Heavens when they had no Light, 
to the Earth when it was without Form and void, 
what leſs can poſſibly be meant than giving this 
Subſtance Exiſtence ? Create and Make, are fre- 
quently diſtinguiſhed, and in what other View than 
giving Being and Formation will be hard to ſhew. 
But let us ſuppoſe that Create in this Text doth 
ſignify the ſame as making or forming ;the Con- 
ſtruction muſt run thus: In the Beginning God 
formed the Heaven and the Earth, and the Earth 
was without Form and void; a flat Contradiction. 


Beſides, Why ſhould ſo material a Thing as cre- 
ating 


* 
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ating the Subſtance be omitted? Were we to think 
the Subſtance had exiſted eternally, or what? 
What does In the Beginning relate to? Does that 
amply God gave a Beginning now, when Moſes 
ſays he did, or does it not? Or what clſe does it 
fignify ? To what Uſe or Purpoſe could a confuſed 
Chavs ſerve for any Number of Years? God is faid 
to have created the Heaven and the Earth, which 
of courſe includes all that is in Heaven and Earth, 
and then the Formation of each Particular is de- 
ſcribed; ſo that there is an abſolute Neceſlity of 
taking the firſt Production of the Chaos, into the 
Account which Mez/es gives of the Creation in this 
Chapter; and if Mr. Jennings had no particular 
Views to biaſs him, he muſt have tound it was nc- 
ceſſary to have included it; and this Word in this 
Place does neceſſarily ſignity ſo much, or nothing; 
or what is worſe, is either Nonſenſe, or a Contra- 
diction to what follows. 

But Mr. V biſton's * Hypotheſis is ---- That the 
antient Chaos and Origin of our Earth was the At- 
moſphere of a Comet; and Dr. Halley ſcems to ſuſ- 
pect, that it might be a former World; and fo of 
courſe, I ſuppole, create, in this Place doth not 
ſignify what it doth elfewhere, or elſe Mes atierts 
a Falſhood. Let Chriftians leave fuch idle Ima- 
giners to the Whimſies of their diſtempered Brains; 
What have we to do with them! and I wonder any 
Man ſhould think it worth his while to repeat, un- 
leſs it had been to expoſe, ſuch groundleſs Stuff. 
Not the Reverie of a Fever could have formed ſuch 
a Dream. The Atmoſphere of a Comet to make 
a World with! Had Scripture ſaid fo, How merry 


* Cited Appendix, p. 129. as an Inducement to us to al- 
low, that the Chaos had been created, and might have been in 
Being ſome conſiderable Time before the SIX Days Works 
began. : 


would 
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| Height almoſt to an Inch, and told us the Quan- 
tity of Matter in it almoſt to a Pound. The 
Ot the Air they make round like Pellets, and have 
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would theſe Gentlemen have made themſelves with 
it. Who told V hiſton the Tail of a Comet had pro- 
per Materials in it to make a World of? As a 
Comet moves with great Velocity, it leaves a 
Tract of Light behind, as a Candle does when car- 
ried along ſwiftly. This Light looks like the 
Bruſh or Tail of a Fox; and what is there here 
to make a Man of? I rather think that he and 
ſome others, I know of, were made of the Moon's 


Atmoſphere : At leaſt are only fit Inhabitants for 
that Planet. 


Tür HEAVENS—— 


By Heaven is meant the Air, and of courſe 


; whatever is included in it; as it is expreſſed, Exodus 


XX. 11, In Six Days the Lord made Heaven and 
Harth, the Sea, and all that in them is. About 
the Extent of the Air, and its Properties, there 
have been many Diſputes. The J/7/e-Men affert, 


* That it is not above Forty or Fifty Miles high, and 


moſt of it empty Space; they have calculated its 


arts 


piled them up as Children do Cards, or as People 


do Wood to dry, croſs and croſs, and ſo leave 
large Vacuitics between; and compreſs it into a 
much leſs Space than it naturally fills. What keeps 


theſe little Pellets from tumbling down, as Card- 
Houles ſometimes do, they have forgot to tell 


zus; much leſs have they thought of a proper 
Agent to pile them up again, when they are fallen 
for the Air-Pump, it ſeems, can cruſh theſe Piles 


of Balls preſently, and drive vaſt Numbers of 


chem into the Space of one. 


The Scripture ſays, The Air or Heaven reaches 


as high as the fixed Stars, and beyond them; That 
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its Parts are contiguous, and continuous from one 


Extreme to the other, touching in as many Points 
as the Shape, whatever that be, of the Atoms it is 
compoled of will allow ; That the Heaven or Air 
encloſes all the Orbs, is plain from numberleſs 
Places of Scripture. The 14th, 15th, 16th, and 15th, 
Verſes of this Chapter aſſert it poſitively, God ſet 
them in the Firmament of Heaven. Deut. iv. 19. The 
Sun, the Moon, the Slars, even all the Haſt of Hea- 
ven. Jeremiah viii. 2. The Sun and the Moon, and 
all the Hoſt of Heaven. Theſe are enough for me 
to cite. 

It muſt be obſerved, That Heaven, O', was 


not the Name of this Fluid of the Air, when firſt 
created, for though Moſes ſays, God created the 


Heaven, in his firſt Mention of it, yet it is plain 


he called it ſo, becauſe that was its Name when he 
wrote; but when it was firſt created it was Daræ- 
neſs, and was not called SH mim or Heaven, till | 
the Expanſion was raiſed in it, and it became a 
Firmament, as, Verſe 8. God called the Firmament | 


Heaven. 


That the Earib means this terraqueous Globe, 
and all that is in it, is not diſputed by any. And 
leaſt the Subſtance of Man and Animals ſhould be ? 
ſuppoſed not included in the Word Earth, it is 
ſaid, That God created Man ; That he created the 
great Whales, and every living Creature that creep- 
eth, and every winged Fowl. Great Whales, and 
every Reptile, ſeem to be ſet as two Extremes, 
and to include all Animals; as if he had ſaid, God 


created all Animals both great and ſmall. 


---- Ver, > 


— . 3 —_ 8 3 


Ver. 


[ 9] 


Ver. 2. AnD THE EARTH WAS WITHOUT FORM,--< 


I find the Root of Toby, WIT but once uſed, 
namely, 1/aiah v. 6. God ſpeaking of his Vine- 
yard, Iwill lay it waſte, Ponam eam MM in vaſti- 
tatem. I think Lexicographers all agree in the 
Senſe of this Word, and the above Place is the 
only one, as far as I know, the Radix occurs in, 
and this the Dictionaries take no Notice of. Then 
Tohu here muſt be a Participle, and declined as 
NW is, Numbers xii. 3. Sc. Tobu, they ſay, 
is that which has neither Form nor Figure, but is 
in Condition to receive any: All was in looſe Atoms. 


—— AND VOID. 


Void or deſtitute of all the Furniture of Trees 
c or Plants, as well as of animal Inhabitants,” ſays 
Mr. Jennings, and ſo makes it the moſt ridiculous 
Tautology poſſible, viz. The Earth was uninba- 
bitable, and had no Inhabitants. That the Earth 
was created in a fluid Maſs, or Mixture of Solids and 
Fluids, its Parts not adhering any more than thoſe 
of Fluids do, is expreſſed by 7%u; and implics ne- 
ceſſarily, beſides their Formation being mentioned 


1! afterwards, that it had no Inhabitants on it; for it 


could not then ſupport them. To this Jaiab re- 
fers +. Thus ſays febovab that created the Heavens; 
he is Ged who formed the Earth, and made it; he 
who eſtabliſhed it. Was it not created without Faru? 


11 formed it to be inhabited, I Jebovab, and nous 
ele. I have varied the Tranſlation, but I believe 
kept to the Senſe. 


* Appendix, page 129. 
T Cap. xlv. 18. 
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If Zehn fignify what we make it, above, Bob# 
muſt relate to ſomething elſe, and imply a Void 
within, not without the Earth; for void or empty 
is the Conſtruction of the Word; it occurs but in 
two other Places, Jeremiah iv. 23. The Earth, and 
lo it was without Form and void. And Iſaiah xxxiv. 
11. He ſhall ftretch out upon it the Line of Confuſion, 
and Stones of Bobu, Emptineſs. We ſay a Cask 
is empty, when it has nothing but Air in it. And 
this was the Condition of the Earth. A looſe 
Mixture in a ſpherical Form, and hollow, and of 
courſe with 4 Body of Air, Which at firſt was 
Darkneſs, within. 


AND DARKNESS WAS UPON THE FACE -=-=-- 


It was a long Diſpute whether Light was a 
Subſtance, which at length is given up; but that 
Darkneſs is nothing, a Privation, as they call it, 
of Light, is generally aſſerted by the Wiſe-Men 
to this Day. But it could not be a Privation, ſays 
one Writer, becauſe Light had not yet exiſted. 
Were Darkneſs but a negative Quality, and could 
a Quality exiſt without a Subſtance to which it be- 
longed ? To fay, Darkneſs was upon the Face of 
the Deep, would ſtill be little better than an 
Triſhiſm , a very odd Expreſſion: A Writer of 
common Senſe wouid have ſaid, The Face of the 
Deep was dark; and not, Darkneſs (were it not 
a Subſtance) was upon the Face of the Deep. And 
then, to have ſaid the Earth was dark before Light 
was made, would have been a very uſcleſs Note: 
How ſhould it be enlightencd when there was no 
Light? And if Darkneis were not a Subſtance, 
how could God divide betwixt the Light and be- 
twixt the Darkneſs, after Light was formed? Jo 
let us know the Hcaven was in a State of Darkneſs 
upon the Surſace of the Globe, was of great Con- 

. ſcqucnce, 
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LI 
ſequence, as it informs us what Spirit and Lig hi are 
which acted there ſoon after. 

The word "WN ſignifies to reſtrain, ſtop, retard, 
and implies that whatever Subſtance that was, which 
covered the Face of the Deep, it was in a State of 
Stagnation, torpid, inactive, and at Reſt. There 
was nothing but Air above, round, or near this 
Earth; this Subſtance in its State of Inactivity, 
thence called Darkneſs, [Chaſhac] covered the 
Face or Surface of the fluid Mixture both within 
and without. And Darkneſs here muſt be applied 
to the Heaven; becauſe there was nothing ele it could 
ſtand for. And very deſcriptive it is of the Air, 
when Spirit doth not move, nor Light ſhine. 


THE DEEP -—— 


The Word is , which they have not given 
us the Root of. It is regularly declined from TDN 
or Nn, which are but one Root, and ſignify 
Tummulits, Turda, and wiiatioever elle may come 
under the Idea of Multitude, Tumult, Diſorder; 
and it is applied to a Collection of Waters, and 
as properly applied to, as any Word perhaps in 
the Tongue. What the Deep is now, will appear 
from a very few Places: “ The Depth Nann 
% covered tem, they Sunk * magna) in the Haters 
The Mann were congealed 
in the Heart of the Sea.” Iſaiab, Who led them 
* through the Deep, as on a Horſe through the 
„ Wilderneſs, they tumbled j| not.“ Fob, „The 
& Deep ſays, Wiſdom is not in me.“ Mr. Fen- 
mngs cites & three of theſe Texts to prove that 
Deep is applied to the very Bottom of the Sea; he 
might as well have ſaid, it was applied to the very 
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* 9, is Cerived fm D Mar. de Cal. multitudo, ro- 

bur aquarum. 5 

+ Exod. xv. 5. 8. Jai. Ixiii. 13. 5 App. p. 129. 
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Top. What did the Ægyptians fink in, but the 
Fluid? What covered them but the Water? 
Through what were they led but the Sea, whoſe 
Waters ſtood as a Wall on each Side, and be- 
tween which they travelled as ſafely as a Man 
on Horſeback through an open Country, as the 
Prophet expreſſes it? The Deep is neither top nor 
Bottom of the Sea, but the Sea, 1. e. the Water it- 
ſelf : The firſt Text out of Exodus ſays in our 
Tranſlation, The Depths have covered them, they 


ſank into the bottom as a Stone. The Word for 


bottom here is not the Word in difpute, but another 


which allo ſignifies Water. The Depths indeed 


is, and plainly ſhews that it means the Water 


covered them; they might he at the Bottom of 


the Sea when they were drowned, and all the 
Water from Bottom to Top would be over, or 
cover them: His Text out of 7ob ſays nothing at 
all about Top or Bottom, {carce ſo much as "he 
reſt do, only that the Deep and the Sea ſaid i 
dom were not in them. This Piece of Criticiſm 
well becomes the Reaſoning that follows. Sup- 
“ poſe, it [the Deep] ſays he, ſhould here mean 
c the lower Hemiſphere of the Globe, which was 
remote ſrom the Sun, [for it ſeems natural to 
6 0 of that Hemiſphere which was towards 
“ the Sun, and enlightened by his Rays, as the 


c Top or upper Part; and of the other, as the 


& Bottom or lower Part] then the Meaning would 
© be, that the lower Hemiſphere was as yet all 
& dark, having no Light from the Sun, as the 
* upper had.” Surely the Man wants common 
Senſe. Moſes ſays the Face ſ and, if it be not Non- | 
ſenſe to ſay a Globe hath an upper and a lower 
Part, a Top and Bottom, Face mult mean the Top, 
or nothing] or Upper Part was covered with Dark- 
neſs. Yes! Says his Commentator, „ this is true, 
„ becauſe its Up per Part was enlightened by the 

© Rays 


[ 13 ] 


% Rays of the Sun”.---It was dark, becauſe it was 
enlightened. It is natural to ſpeak of that He- 
60 miſphere which is enlightened by the Rays of 
<« the Sun, as the Upper Part”; And is it not as 
natural to mean by Face, the Upper Part? I never 
heard before of Top or Bottom to a Globe. The 
Face, 1. e. Surface, every Body underſtands; only if 
Top and Bottom be proper to a Globe, the Face of 
the Deep, cannot mean the Bottom of the Deep, 
unleſs the Face of a Man, ſhould mean his 
Back: Otherwiſe the Meaning of Maſes, when 
he ſaid Darkneſs was upon the Face of the Deep, 
cannot be, that the Back of the Globe was in Dark- 
neſs, and its Face enlightened. 

It we allow him that the Chaos was not created 
when Moſes ſays it was, then he will allow that 


Deep may mean in this Text, according to its more 


common and ſcriptural Senſe, a great Sea of Maler, 
or vaſt fluid Body, * It * Mr Whiſtan's Hypotheſis 
may be admitted, Sc. Or, as that molt penetra- 
„ting Philoſopher Dr. Halley, ſcems to ſuſpect, 
« Sc. It it may be admitted according to either 
ot theſe Hypotheſis, o any OTHER, that the 
Chaos had been created, and was in being ſome 
„ conſiderable Time before the ſix Days Work be- 
gan, then, (as before) Deep may ſignify what it 
« commonly does.” Whether theſe Hypotheſes 
be admitted or not, Deep in Spight of all his Criti- 
ciſm will ſtill 6 gif a Fluid Maſs; any Hypotne- 
ſis He is for, that makes a Lyar of Moſes, <* If 
* according bo theſ? Hypotheſes, on any other the 
IN 10s hid been ſome conſiderable Time in Be- 
ing.“ — why mutt the Chaos have been ſome 
conſiderah te by ime in Being before Mo/es makes it 
to have been ? Oh! the Authority Of ' Philoſaphers 
won't admit it: Penetrating Dr. Ha!lzy ſeems to 
ſuſpect otherwile, and the wiſeſt of all the Wiſe⸗ 
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14 
Men, Whifton, hath made the Chaos out of the 
Tail of a Comet. 

Though the Deep means any great Quantity of 


fluid Matter, and is applied to the Water of the 


Sea; yet is there a vaſt Collection of Waters which 
is called, by way of Eminence the Deep, and of- 
ten diſtinguiſhed by the Title of the great Deep, 
as Geneſis vii. 11. The Fountains of the great Deep. 
Job diſtinguiſhes it from the Sea in the Text juſt 
cited, The Deep ſays, Wiſdom is not in me; 
<< the Sea ſays, it is not in me.“ The Place where 
theſe Waters are, is deſcribed in a Citation I meet with 
in Mr. Hutchinſon's Moſes Prin. Pt. I. p. 10. Dici- 
& tur magna Abyſſus tota Terre Concavitas, in 
< qua latent Aqua, ad differentiam aliquarum 
« parvarum Concavitatum que vocantur parue 
« i. The great Abyſs or great Deep is the 
<« whole Concavity of the Earth, in which the 
Waters lie concealed, by way of Diſtinction 
< from other ſmall Concavities which are called 
« {mall Abyſſes. ? And in the ſame Author, 


* Bochart's great Deep is in the Bowels of the 


« Earth.“ When Moſes firſt uſed this Word the 
Earth was not formed, and as the Word is only 
applicable to a fluid Maſs, it muſt here mean the 
whole Globe, which was as yet but a fluid Maſs; 
Toon after this the Earth was formed, and then it 
is uſed for what remained fluid, viz. The Waters. 
That great Hollow or Concavity in the Bowels (or 
as it is called in a Text cited below, the Void) 
of the Earth which is now full of Water, at firſt 
was Bobu, Void. 1. e. full of Air, only in a State of 
Darkneſs. The Chaos of the Earth was at firſt 
T a turbid fluid Maſs; on the Surface of which 
there was nothing but Darkneſs, or Air, without 
Light or without Motion, in a State of Stagnation, 
as the Original Word for Darkneſs expreſles. 
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— AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD ------ 


The Spirit of God muſt either mean that Perſon 
in the Sacred Trinity who is called the Holy Spirit, 
and of God, becauſe he is of God, or of the Eſſence: 
Or it muſt be that created Spirit, to whoſe Agency 
in Conjunction with Light, the Operations of Na- 
ture are attributed in Scripture, ſuch as Animal 
Life, Vegetation, Heat, Cold, Storms, and fo 
on. The Queſtion is, which of the two is meant 
here; I can't ſay Commentators are divided upon 
it; ſome few only having thought it was God the 
Spirit, moſt of them conſtruing it the created Spi- 
rit. As Moſes is deſcribing the Formation of the 
Earth, and the Cauſes and Steps by which it aroſe 
into this uſeful and convenient dwelling Place for 
us, and as nobody, I ſuppoſe, imagines the Ope- 
rations of Nature are carried on by the immediate 
Hand of God, it can leave but little Room to dy- 
pute which is meant. If there be a Spirit that now 
moves on the Face of the whole Earth, nay, thro*® 
the whole Extent of the material Syſtem, and that 
Spirit be God's, and not God, one would think, 
it ſhould put an End to the Diſpute. This Spirit 
1s properly called God's Spirit, or the Spirit of 
God ; becauſe he not only created it, but by his 
immediate Act formed it, and gave it the Powers 
it is endowed with. Job ſpeaks of this Agent in 
the ſame Phraſe ; By the Breath of Ged, Froſt is 
given, and the Water diſtended in Cakes of Ice*. 

Every body knows it is the cold Air, or Wind, 
which freezes the Ground and Water. We feel 
the Agent, and know it to be the material, created 
Air, and which we call a cold ſbarp Air; when 
ſuch an Air blows, Froſt is the Conſequence. The 
Wiſe-Men indeed talk of Nitre being the Cauſe of 
Cap. xXXXV1ll, 10. | 


the 


D 16 ] | 
the Coldneſs of the Air, and attribute Froſt to it; 
If they would but extract the Nitre out of the Air 


in cold Weather, it might pay them for the inge- 
nious Diſcovery. Intercepting the Irradiation of 


Light (as in an Eclipſe) chills the Air immedi- 


ately; and it is evident, (if that were to con- 
tinue long) that all the Effects of the ſevereſt 
Weather would ſoon follow. When we come to 
conſider what Light is, it will ſoon appear there 
wants but very little Nitre to freeze with. The 
Scriptures attribute thefe Effects to the Spirit, 
which Elihu, as above, calls the Breath of God 
his, becauſe it is his Servant ; the firſt Pro- 
duction of it, the Effect of his Power; and its For- 
mation, the Work of his Hands. And this is the 
Agent Moſes ſpeaks of, and calls it God's Spirit for 
the ſame reaſon. Martin de Borhai as cited Moſes 
Principia p. 1. 12. ſays, God made ule of two 
« Inſtruments in poliſhing the Heaven and the 
« Farth, into that Beauty and Glory they now 
ce appear in, c. The Spirit and Light :** which is 
in the Language of Fob, By his Spirit he garniſhed 
the Heavens, and his Hand formed the crooked * 


Serpent. A Serpent was an Emblem of the Spirit, 


as alſo of the Light, and two of them twiſted 
round a Rod, ſuch the Caduceus was, were an Em- 
blem of the joint Actions of Light and Spirit, 
which the Sacred Scriptures call IPTV, Srug- 


glers. Two Serpents knit together in the Middle 


was called Hercules his Knot, properly enough, as 
Hercules was mpeus NNO. Johannes Mariana in his 
Scholia on Genęſis ſays, The Wind of the Lord, 1. e. 
A Wind raiſed by God. And Eſdras, Then was the 
Spirit, and Darkneſs and Silence was on every Sidef. 
The Spirit was created as appears from many 
Places, which I need not cite, It is Part ot the 
Cap. xxvi. 13. 


+ 2 Eſd. xxxv1. 19. ; 
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Air. I need not cite Scripture for this, we feel it, 
and every body knows it; it is made by the Ad- 
heſion of the Atoms of Heaven into Lumps or 
Grains; to this God refers in 70, xxxviii. 37, 38. 
Who numbered, and fo ſettled the Quantity of the 
« Athers, and the Defluctions of the Air who 
e cauſed them to fall down, for melting the Duſt 
<« into Concretes, ſo that they adhere in Grains?“ 
The Matter theſe Grains are formed of is called here 
Dy the Duſt or Atoms of Air. The Agent that 
forms them is mentioned, viz. The Defluctions of 
Air, the large Grains which deſcend, and by their 
Size bind and compreſs: The Manner is beautifully 
deſcribed by the Compariſon of a Foundary; where 
the Oar- duſt is melted into Lumps of what Size 
you pleaſe. Theſe Grains are too big to paſs the 
Pores of Glaſs, or our Bodies. Glaſs-Windows 
ſtop Wind out, but it penetrates Water, otherwiſe 
Fiſh could nor breath or ſwim. We tcel the Im- 
pulſe of theſe Grains when in Motion; and they 
are more or leſs cold, as they come in greater Grains, 
in greater Numbers, with greater Velocity, and 
with more or leſs Light among them. I mult re- 
ter to Moſes's Principia, Parts firſt -and ſecond, 
Page 12, of the firſt, and 123 C /eg. of the 8 
where the Reader will meet with many Citations 
from Scripture and prophane Writers. There its 
Operations are deſcribed----what it is made of---- 
h gh made---with many other Particulars. 

The Heaven we found upon Exa nination befcre 
to include the Air which ſurrounded the Earth; 


Which in a State of Inactivity, as the whole of 


It Was at firſt, was called Darin . nat Dark- 
eſs was the Heaven is Plain. becauſe there was no- 
thing but that to give the arne ! 5 That the 
pirit was Part of the Darkneſs is alſo plain, be- 
auſe there was no other A7etter, or created Sub- 


; tance Upon tnc Surface of the nds; and therefore 
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no other could move there, but Darkneſs. The 
Word for Spirit, as the other Words in the He- 
brew Tongue do, tells us why it is uſed; the 
Meaning of the Word points out the Reaſon why 
Part of the Darkneſs was ſo named, viz. from its 
Motion, which 1s like that of our Breath; the 
Idea Lexicographers give the Word, 


2. Movrp — 


To explain this Word I ſhall cite the Principia 
Part II. Page 162 ; becauſe nothing nced be ad- 
ded to what is there ſaid. 


M. WT, expaſitio ejus eft motus, motio ------ 
Gen. i. MDMA movebat ſe, Al. Sufflabat. The 
Word ſignifies Motion; or, as a Verb, to move, 
or be moved; but with a p, it, after the He- 
brew Manner, ſignifies for Motion, or an Inſtru- 
ment of Motion, as 33” and 29, Cc. And this 
compound Word could but be uſed upon this Oc- 
caſion, becauſe there is no other Inſtrument, or 
Means of Motion in this Syſtem; ſo the Senſe 
1s, the Spirit was made the Inſtrument of Motion; 
with an Expreſſion of Claim, of God; the Rea- 
ſon of which Claim, as appears from the Cita- 
tions above, is, becauſe the Heathens attributed 
an inviſible Strengt! or Power, without any 
Inſtitution, or at leait without any Controul, 
from God, to the Matter of the Heavens, which 
operates upon Things materially. Indeed the 
two other * Places where this Word is uſed, ex- 
preſs the Manner of this Motion to be for- 
ward and backward, or every Way, as futter- 
ing, or trembling ; and it could not be other- 
wiſe here: Where all is full, as the larger 
Grains preceded, the ſmaller mult recede.” 


Mr. 
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Mr. Jennings, in a Note, App. p. 132. cites Bux- 
forf*s Theſ. to prove “ that Di ſignifies made 
«© to move or put in Motion, and that then the ex- 
« act Engliſh of the Text is, the Spirit of God 
« made the Face, or Surface, of the Waters to 
c move.” Buxtorf's Rule is this, Verba que in 
Kal ſunt neutra; in Pihel activa ſunt; The diſ- 
tinction of the Conjugations called Kal and Pibel 
depends on the Points, the Authority of which de- 
pends on the weakeſt Foundation in the World, 
namely, the Authority of the Rabbies; the whole 
Doctrine of the Points is a heap- of prolix, trouble- 
ſome, burthenſome Stuff; invented to confound 
the Language, and put ſuch a Yoke on the Neck 
of the Hebrew Scholar, as he is not able to bear. 
But they have been ſufficiently exploded. But al- 
lowing Mr. Jennings the Authority of the Points, 
on which his Rule depends, he is not one Jot the 
nearer ; for it will oblige him to conſtrue wrong, 
accordingly he has taken no Notice of the Præpo- 


** 


ſition dy upon —— © the Spirit of God moved up- 


on the Surface of the Water.” Put it his Way 
--- „ the Spirit of God made to move, or, put 
ein motion upon the Surface of the Waters.“ 
This is not Senſe; and he muſt have ſeen it, had 
he not deſignedly overlooked the Præpoſition 
upon: This is a Proof that Buxtorf's Rule above, 
will not hold, becauſe it makes Nonſenſe of the 
Paſſage; and he has cited an Authority that de- 
ſtroys itlelt, and the Propoſition he would build 
upon it: For from hence it appears, it was not the 
Water which was made to move, or put in motion; 
but ſomething on the Surface of the Waters; the 
Spirit moved ſomething that was there; this J ſay, 
muſt be the Senſe, if the Word be a#:ive here, as 
Mr. Jennings brings Buxtorf to prove; and then 
his Notion about the diurnal Motion from the 
<« Ipirit of God moving upon the Face of the 

D 2 „% Waters,“ 
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& Waters,“ is overturned by his own reaſoning : 
GM being that fort of Motion expreſſed by trem- 
bling or hovering over, which is the Senſe the two 
Places it occurs in require, and. the only Senſe 
they will admit of, and which Mr. Jennings alſo 
allows; then it can have no Relation to turning round, 
and fo the Word by his own Conſtruction will not 
admit of his Hypotheſis: There arc ſeveral Words 
which do ſignify Rotation, and which are uſed to 
the Eazth's Motion, as we ſhall ſee preſently, but 
this has no Relation to any ſuch Idea. This fort 
of Motion of the Spirit expreſſed by hovering over 
or trembling upon the Surface of the Waters ſtrikes 
the Globe in a Perpendicular and not in a Tangent, 
as it ſhould do to move the Globe; beſides how 
could ſtriking the whole Surface, or even the 
whole, only, of one Hemiſphere, turn it round ? 
It might carry it forward but would not turn it 
on- its Axis. Why not as well ſay, the Spirit of 
God turned the Earth round, if it had meant ſo? 

It appears, perhaps, by this Time, what little 
Foundation there is for Mr. Zeanings's Aſſertion, 
That the Senſe may very well be, that the 
& Spirit of God moved the Surface of the Globe, 
« and thereby gave it its diurnal Motion. 

But beſides his Rule and Criticiſm above, he 
cites Mr. Whiſton, p. 111. of his New Theory of 
the Earth. Dr. Halley and myſelf do find from 
&« the Phænomena of the Variation and Inclination 
cc of Needles, that the external Parts of the Farth 
c received the original Impulſe which cauſed the 
cc diurnal Motion, and that it was from them 
& convey'd to the Internal Parts.” Roll a Globe 
along, or trull a Bow] upon a Green, what Part 
can receive the original Impulſe firſt, but the Out- 
fide of it? What a Diſcovery is here! The Earth 


* 


E Appendix, p. 131. 
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rolls round as a Bowl upon a Green; and need a 
Man have gone to the Variation and Inclination of 
Needles to find out, that you muſt touch the Out- 
ſide firſt to bowl it along? Or, does Mr. J/hiſtor 
mean that the Earth doth not turn upon an Axis 
fixed like a Spit, on which Meat turns, by turn- 
ing the Spit? That would be an important Diſco- 
very; and what wanted proving. What does he 
mean by the Motion being convey'd from the ex- 
ternal Paris to the internal? The Whole moves to- 
gether; and the external Parts move neither ſooner 
nor later than the internal. From theſe notable 
Obſervations of Mr. I hiſton's, the Gentleman ar- 
gucs, “ It ſo, the Spirit of God moving upon the 
Face of the Waters, or making the Surface to 
* move, is a very juſt and philotophical Account 
« of God's giving the Earth its diurnal Motion”?, 
Making the Surface to move, is a very wlimſical Ex- 
preſſion, tor turning the Orb round; and if it were 
not, is no Tranſlation of *3p Hy Nama, moving 
yo the Surface. The Thau and Mem are both 

Serviles, and according to the Example above, and 
a Thoutand others, that might be produced, ſig- 
mly that the Spir:t was the Inttrument of Motion; 
or nad the Power of impelling beſtowed upon it: 
What it moved upon, is expreſſed, 


---- THe FACE OF THE WATERS ---- 


As ſoon as ever the Spirit moved » [as it does 
now] it ſeparated the earthy Parts from the Water 
at the "WF" 234 of the Chaos; as you may lee in any 
common Puddle of Water; it you diſturb or mud- 
Cy it, in a fow Minutes the Mud ſubſides, and the 
Water becomes clear at Top. This was the Caſe here 


the Spirit no ſooner began to move, than the 


Chaos began to be reformed; the Mud ſubſided, 
and the Water was clear at Top; to the Spirit 
| moved 
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moved upon the Surface of the Water; there its Mo- 
tion began; and the Effect would naturally be as 
above; which may be the Reaſon it is ſaid, he 
Spirit moved upon the Face of the Waters, and not, 
of the Deep, which was the Mixture of both ; but 
—_ they were ſeparated, the Water was uppcr- 
moſt. 

This alfo ſpecifies the Part of the Air, where 
the firſt Motion in the Air began, viz. near this 
Globe; and further ſhews, that the Spirit moved 
all round the Globe; for Face or Surface when ap- 
plied to a Globe, muit mean the whole Superficics. 
There 1s nothing here to confine the Word to one 
Part of the Globe more than to another; as the 
Spirit moved upon every Part of the Superſicics, 
it would clear the Water to a ſmall Depth all 
— but without Light could not penctrate 

ar. 

This firſt Motion in the Air was to prepare it 
for further Improvement: For Spirit without 
Light would have been of no Scrvice, ſo the next 
Step was forming Light. 


Ver. 3. AnD Gop sar, LET THERE BE Lichr, 
AND THERE Was LIGHT. 


This is a majeſtic Phraſe, God ſaid let there BE, 
and it WAS. But God ſpoke to ſomething ; 
Light exiſted in Subftance before, though not in 
Form; it was in Being, though not as Light, 
What was there here to make Light of ? Nothing 
has been mentioned but the Chaos, Waters, Dark- 
neſs, and Spirit. Darkneſs was Air in a State of 
Inactivity, ſtagnate Air. Spirit, Air in a State of 
Motion, impelling Air. Light is Air ſtill, in a 
ſomewhat different Condition from Spirit; in ſmal- 
ler Grains, or in Atoms; ſo ſmall, as to paſs the 
Pores of Glaſs, and warm in the exhanſted Ke- 
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ceiver; ſo ſmall as to paſs the Pores of our Eyes, 
and imprint there the different Figures of Bodies 
without us; ſo ſmall as to paſs the Pores of our 
Bodies, and entering all the Veſſels of them thin 
the Fluids within us, keep them in Motion, and 
by the Help of the Preſſure of the Spirit on our 
Outſides, keep the Machine going. 

The Word for Light ſignifies flowing z we find the 
Root M applied to a River, as the Rev. Mr. Catcott 
has obſerved in his Treatiſe on the Earth's Motion, 
ſtiled, Veteris & vere Philoſophiæ Principia, which 
let me refer the Reader to, and I believe he won't 
repent his Labour. This expreſſes the Reaſon why 
the Air in this farther Alteration of its Condition 
was called MR Light. Flowing, when ſpoke of 
the Air, implies all thoſe Benefits which proceed 
from Light, becauſe, theſe Benefits ariſe from its 
Flowing; but Flowing applied to other Things 
whoſe Perfection is Stability, of courſe expreſſes 
an Imperfection in it: Thus Jacob curſes Reuben, 
unſtable as Water, thou ſhall not excel}. So & in 
Hebrew is to curſe as well as to give Light. 


That Light is a Subſtance is ow allowed ; that it 


15 no Subſtance diſtinct, (as to its conſtituent Parts) 
from what had been mentioned before, is plain 
from the Expreſſion, let there be, which implies 
neither Creation, nor Formation immediately by 
God, but the reverſe. As nothing was in Motion 
but the Spirit, it follows by Inference, that from 
Spirit it was formed; and was a Conſequence of 
the Motion of the Spirit, becauſe there was no 
other Agent to make it. Had the Scripture meant 
that God now created Light, it would have ſaid fa, 
Had it meant that God m9w by his immediate 
Power formed Light, it would have ſaid fo. Some- 
thing diſtinct from both is expreſſed, and doubt- 
Ames viii. 8. 
T Gen. xlix. 4. 
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leſs was intended. This can be nothing elſe, than 
as above; a farther Alteration in the Condition of 
the Air, brought about by what was then in 


motion. 


That Light in fact is the /ame Subſtance, con- 
fiſting of the ſame Species of Atoms with Darkneſs 
and Spirit, and that the Antients thought ſo, is 
ſhewn at large * by Mr. Hutchinſon. The moſt com- 
mon Obſervation proves this to any impartial Per- 
ſon, to any one who reflects ever ſo little upon the 


Nature of the Caſe. 


Light comes from the Sun, 


and from the Orb reaches our Eyes; either the 
Ray of Light muſt come out from the Sun, and 
inſtantancouſly move from thence hither through 
empty Space or, it muſt, move the next to it, 
and that what is next to it, and ſo on, till it reach 


what 1s next to the Eye. 


The firſt Suppoſition 


won't hold; Matter can neither move ſo quick, 
nor can it move without being moved, nor an 
longer than the Impulſe is upon it: Therefore the 
Line of Atoms mult reach all the W ay from the 
Sun to the Eye; and then that which is next 
Eye, is the Light we ſee by: Now, that which 1s 
next to the Eyc, is nothing but Air, till this Mo- 
tion is raiſed in it. | 
Mr. Jennings ſets out with telling us, that one 
of the chief Difficultics with which the Maſalc Ac- 
count of the Creation is preſſed is, „ "That 
« Farth is ſaid to be enlightened the finſt Day, 


« and 


the 


the 


yet the Sun not crc: ated till the fourth Da ay” 


And how does he get rid of this Difticulty * By 
ſaying that by the Spirit of God making 


6c Shen of the Globe to move, Day- Light w 
&« diſtributed ſucceſſively to all Parts ot the y 


« World ;* therefore Light did not cxiſt 


Days before the Sun, for the Sun exiſted as lor 


* Prin. Pt. IT. 
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as you pleaſe, before the Earth; and when Moſes 
ſaid, Let there be Light, he meant, Let the Earth 
Top and Bottom be enlightened. This is not removing 
but doubling the Difficulty upon us. According 
to Mr. Jennings, He entirely miſtakes what he was 
talking about. He ſhould have faid, Let rhe 
Earth be enlightened ; and he ſays, Let 2 ight BE; 


which implies that Light was not before, or it 


ſignifies nothing. Mr. * Jennings ſays, One Half 
« of the Earth would probably be dried and cruſted 
by the Heat of the Sun continually fhining upon 
cc jt,” as he makes it to have done fome conſiderable 
Time before theſeWords, Let Light be, were ſpoken: 
And if there was Light then upon the Earth in 
ſuch Quantity as to ſcorch | it, why are we to fup- 
poſe, that, Let Light be, means, Let there be more 
Light upon the Earth, or, Let the other Hemiſ- 
2b of the Earth partake of the Light ? The 
Words have no Relation to any ſuch Diſtribution 
of Light. 

After the Pluloſophical Deſcription of every 


Operation, or of every Step by which this beauti- 


ful Fabric aroſe, there is a Claim made in the Be- 
half of God, whoſe Work every thing is. The Spirit 
is called God's, which implies that God formed 
it; no Agent to form Spirit is mentioned or allud- 
ed to: But as Light was made out of Darkneſs by 
the Motion of the Spirit, it is implied fo by the 
Expreſſion, Let Light be; and left any Doubt 
ſhould ariſe whom it was ſubject to, it is claimed 
in the next Words, v2. 


* App. p. 130. 


2 Ver. 
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Ver. 4. Ax p Gor piviped THE LichHT FROM 
THE DARKNESS. 


This is not only a Claim, but a further Expla- 
nation, and God did it, becauſe his Servant did it 
by his Direction, and by Power received from him. 
Light is made by dividing the Parts of Darkneſs, 
and Darkneſs 1s made by the Adheſion of thoſe 
Parts again. By f what way is the Light parted” 
or, divided, 1. e. how is this great Action per- 
formed? The Earth makes a Diviſion in one Senſe 
i. c. is a Boundary betwixt the Light on one 
Hemiſphere, and Darkneſs on the other ; but this 
is not what is meant. What God is ſaid to have 
done here, is the ſame as the preceding Act, when 
he ſaid, Let Light be. It is the ſame Action which 
is now performed by the Lights in the Firma- 
ment of Heaven, which God ſet there © to 
divide the Light from the * Darkneſs.” This 
the Sun does continually,---melts down the Grains 
of Darkneſs---and divides it into Light ;---that raiſes 
the Expanſion --- by the Strength of which the Light 
at theExtremities of Heaven is amaſſed, heaped, 
congealed into Darkneſs. All the Words for Dark- 
neſs expreſs ſomething of this Nature, torp:id, hard, 
bound up, concreted, and denſe, &c. as you may 
ſee at large in the ſecond Part of the Principia; 
the not obſerving this, led our Tranſlators into a 
Miſtake, Exod. ix. 32 The Flax and the Bar- 
« ley was ſmitten, for the Barley was in the Ear, and 
& the Flax was bolled. But the Wheat and the 
« Rie were not ſmitten; for they were, (Marg.) 
« hidden or dark.” When Barley 1s in the Ear, 
Wheat is near ripe, and ſo it was here; the Wheat 
was hard; the Grains of the Corn were too hard, 

+ Job, xxxviii. 24. 

” Cen. L 18. 

to 


DS . .- AC 
to be hurt as the tender Barley, which was only 
in the Ear : Darkneſs is a Lump or Grain of the 
Atoms of Heaven, bound up hard together; and 
no properer Word could be uſed to the Grains of 
Wheat when rips. Elibu expreſſes this in a 
* to Job; Daſt thou know | AY WIDD (the 

ord is but five Times uſed; in the four other 
Places, it is Rolling in Duſt and Aſhes, and 25 
tranſlated Cloud, ſignify's Den/ity;) the Rolling 
up of the denſe Grains of Heaven. Ovid, 


In Superos Aer tenuiſſimus emicat ignes, 
Enis item denſum ſpiſſatus in aera tranſit. 


ſpeaks the ſame Language; applying, thin, fine, 
ſmall, to one Condition of the Heaven, and thick, 
denſe, concrete, to the other. a 

We want not the Philoſopers Eye to ſee that 
Light flows from Fire, and is ſupported by the 
Influx of the Spirit; for the Inſtant the Communi- 


cation is ſtopt, Fire goes out. It is eafy to 


conceive that the Spirit or denſe Grains may by 
Colliſion be broke in the Pores of the Fuel, ſo be 
divided ſmaller and conſequently give way to more 
Spirit which continually flows to a Fire; and this ſhews 
us, that Spirit is divided there, that it is the Pabu- 
lum of Fire; and that Light is alſo of the ſame Spe- 

cies of Subſtance with Darkneſs and Spirit. As we 
want not the Philoſophers Eye to ſee this, ſo neither 


do we their Mathematics to prove that Light muſt 


reform into Spirit and Darkneſs, Contrariorum Con- 
traria eſt ratio: Beſides there would ſoon want 
groſs Air to feed Fire, did it not at proper Di- 


ſtances in proper Time, grow languid and ed 
ire 
by Inference it is the ſame at the Sun. The whole 


again. As all this is plain from a common 


+ Job xxxvii. 14. 
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circumambient Air deſcends thither, is divided, 


reſſed out by ſucceeding Spirit, at proper Di- 

ances grows languid and torpid, and ſtorkens, and 
becomes fit to return and be remelted in the great 
Furnace. This ſhews the Neceſſity of the Sun, 
Moon and Stars being placed really in the Firma- 
ment of Heaven, for had they not been ſo, we 
could have had no Benefit from them. They 
would have had no Matter to have ſent out to us. 
And if they could have ſent it out, it could never 
have reached us; a nothing, at ever fo little a 
Diſtance, between us and them, would as effectually 
have ſtopt their Light coming to us, as a Wall of 


Iron. 


The Sun was not made till the fourth Day; ; the 
divine Power therefore muſt ſupport the Actions of 
Light and Spirit as Fire now does, or their Reign 


would ſoon have been at an End. And this is what 


is meant by God's dividing between the Light and 
between the Darkneſs ; He continually took from 


one and gave to the other, and mutually changed 
their Conditions, which ſupported their Power till 
the Sun was formed; and this Action has ſince 
been performed mechanically. The joint Opera- 


tion of I.ight and Spirit exerted itſelf in the Motion 


of the Earth for the firſt Eſſay of their Power. 
That they did move the Earth 1s plain, becauſe 
there could be no Morning nor Evening; at leaſt 
not a ſecond, without the Rotation of the Earth: 
Light and Darkneſs there might be, but not 
Mornings and Evenings, and conſequently the 
Earth then turned, and was turned by the joint 
Action of theſe two Agents; for there were no 
other {material) Agents. It is not faid, God 
moved the Earth, only that God ſaid, Let there 
be Light, and,. God divided between the Light 
cc and between the Darkneſs,“ and then that “ there 


* was a Morning, and there was an Evening”. 
Which 


— —— 8 — = 


| 
| 
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Which neceſſarily ber „that there being a 


Morning and an Evening, one Day; was Nis 


Conſequence of the Formation of Light. 


I conſuder Moſes as writing ſtrictly, nd philo- 
ſophically, as they call it. And if this is a natural 
Conſequence from his Words, let thoſe that can 


ſhew he did not intend to ſay ſo---or that he did 
not know what he ſaid ;---or; that the Motion of the 
Earth cannot be performed by Light and Spirit, 
ſhew it. That wherever Light 1s in any great 
Quantity, there is always a great Draught of the 


Spirit to the ſame Place, is viſible to the moſt 


vulgar Eye; that this would not be the Conſe- 
quence when the Light(all of it that exiſted) 


irradiated on one dee of the Earth, and 


that this would not turn the Earth round, and 
conſequently carry it forward, let them ſhew 


that can. And now that one Hemiſphere of the 
Earth is continually illuminated from the Sun, 


and Darkneſs or Night lies like a Weight on the 
Earth, let them that can, ſhew, why the heavier 
Weight won't preponderate the lighter, and ſo 
perpetually turning the enlightened He- 

=p here up; which will be always lighter than 
1 3 64 as it is always enlightened; and the 
Difference of the Weight can have its Effect 
only at the Edge or Contines of Light and Dark- 
neſs; becauſe here only it can take place of the 


| Light; ; 2. e. on the Evening Edge. It is aſſerted 


poſitively after wards that the Li 8576 in the Heaven 
were for Seaſons, and for Days and Years--- There 
could be no Difference of Seatons, nor could there 
be Days or Years, if the Earth did not turn 
on its Axis, and rcvolve in a Circle round the 
Sun; unleſs thoſe Lights moved, which ſince 
they do not, the Earth muſt. The Luminaries 
in the Heaven could not be 77+ Days, or make 


Days, without turning the Orb; they might give 
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Light without it, to one half, but not make Days 
an 


which could not be without turning the Orb. And 


why ſhould it ſeem ſtrange that two Agents which 


are evidently to Senſe endued with prodigious 
Power, as is apparent from the Effects of Light- 
ning, Storms and Hurricanes, ſhould be able to 
turn a Bowl between them, which however big it 
may be, has not, nor can have any Weight in its 
ſelf; There is nothing elſe touches the Earth but 
theſe two Agents, Light on one Hemiſphere, and 
Darkneſs on the other. The Earth cannot move 
itſelf; ſome Mover it muſt have, and that Mover 
muſt touch it; and why may not the Firmament 
do it? Projection, a Word by which they account 
for Motion in a ſtraight Line, is only a Deceptio 
viſus; they don't ſee what moves a Stone when 
delivered out of the Hand, therefore what---no- 
thing move it afterwards? This is a wrong Con- 
cluſion; they ſhould have concluded they did not 
ſee what moved it afterwards; or rather they don't 
ſee how it is moved afterwards : For that the Air 
can move ſome Things with infinitely greater. Force 

and Violence than all human Skill can contrive 
Engines to do, is plain from a Storm; that the 
Air can compreſs or drive together the looſe Parts 
of Matter with a Force next to infinite, 1s plain 
from the Strength with which it compreſſes melted 
Oar at a Foundary. That the Air, when the Light 
and Spirit are ſeparated by Engines impels with 
great Force, appears by the Air Pump, and there- 
fore they can't be ſure it doth not move aStone. But 
let Projection be performed how it will, the Ro- 
tation of the Earth is another ſort of Motion. If 
the Spirit and Light can turn the Globe round be- 
tween them, it will go forward of Courſe and 
if it go forward, it muſt go in a Circle; . 
The 


Years; they were placed in Heaven to give 
Light upon the Earth as well as to make Days, 
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the Sun is the Center of its Motion---and the Sun 
muſt be the Center of its Motion, becauſe the 
Light flows from thence, and the Spirit deſcends 
thither, and takes the darkened Hemiſphere in its 
Way from the Extremities of Heaven to the Sun : 
As 1t paſſes the Side of the Earth it meets with the 
enlightened A. or Cap of Light on the Earth, 
immediately takes Place of it, and that continually, 
and ſo keeps continually jogging the Earth, or ſtrik- 
ing it on the Side; conſider the Cap of Light, as the 
Face, and the Darkneſs as its Back, and the Side will 
be the Confines of Light and Darkneſs ; here the Spi- 


rit or Darkneſs raſhes into the Light, takes Place of 


it, and pulls the Earth round, as Water that falls 
on the Cogs of a Wheel; as the Earth hangs on 
nothing, i. e. in open * Air and is not fixed as a 
Wheel is, thoſe repeated Impulſes of the Spirit, 
which we call Falls in ſpeaking of Water, wall 
keep it forward in its progreſſive Motion and it 
will every Day move a Space equal to its Circum- 
ference ; the Column of Light betwixt the Sun 


and Earth will prevent its falling into the Sun; as 


the Column of Darkneſs on the oppoſite Part of 


the Earth prevents its being driven farther from 
the Sun. 


The joint Power of theſe two Agents, Light 


and Spirit is what the Scriptures call y the 


Firmament. 


Ver. 6. Gop sal, LET THERE BE A FIRMA- 
MEN T. 


It is not ſaid, let there be a Firmament and let 
it act; but let the Firmament be in the Midſt of 
the Waters, and let it divide. The Firmament 
muſt therefore exiſt before, or could not receive a 


* Job 26. Hung the Earth on 47 compounded of 53 
the Spirit and I whence comes DJ) Day. 


Com- 
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Command to att in the Waters, which it did here: 
No other Agents are mentioned yet but Light and 
Spirit; theretore they are the Firmament ſpoke 
to. And if the Firmament be Heaven, as Ver. 
8; and Heaven be Air as we have ſeen before, then 
Light and Spirit are the ſame Subſtance; and the 
fame with that we confuſedly call Air. The Word 
for Firmament, WP" explains what the Firmament 
is; the Word ſignifies, as we ſee in the Margin of 
our Bibles, Expanſion, and the Meaning is, 


Let the Light and Spirit expand and diffuſe 
themſelves, and let them preſs into the Mixture, 


called, Waters; and let them act in, among, or be- 
tween, the Parts of it, and drive the ſolid Parts 


together, and thereby make a Separation, and 


with the Parts ſeparated a Diviſion or Wall be- 
tween the Waters; fo that one Moicty of the Waters 
ſhall he on one Side of this Wall, and the other 
on the other Side. | 

Light and Spirit naturally ſtrive and ſtruggle to 
take Place of eacli other, and it is certain when 
nothing obſtructs, that the Spirit does preſs in 
among the Parts of Light, and fo force tne Parts 
of Light in amongſt itfelt, and thereby it expands and 
dilates. This Struggle (and vaſt Conſequences depend 
on it, for it is exceſſively great, conſtant and perpe- 
tual) was what divided the Waters from the Waters. 
What was there to make a Diviſion or Wall 
of, ſo as to ſeparate one Parcel of Waters from 
another? What did the Firmament act in? Moſes 
fays, the Waters; the Waters on the Face of which 
the Spirit moved. Where were theſe Waters ? 


In the Chaos or fluid Mixture before called the 


Deep. The earthy or ſolid Parts of this fluid 
Mixture, when compreſſed together, were capable 
of ſerving for a Wall to make a Diviſion with. 
That the Firmament does ſeparate Earth from 
Water whenever it finds it in a Mixture is plain, 
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as I faid, from every Puddle of Water ; and this 
it did here. The carthy Matter ſunk or ſubſided 


in Strata all round the Globe, for the Firmament 


acted upon the whole Globe at once, compreſſing 
it (as it does at preſent) on every Side. But to 


divide Waters from Waters, it is neceſſary that 
ſomething within the Globe ſhould do, what the Air 
onthe outſide did---ſhould expand and dilate---enter 
in among the Parts of the fluid Mixture and ſeparate 
the Earth from the Water, driving up the ſolid 
Parts from it, every Way from the Center. And 
ſo the Earth would be a hollow ſpherical Shell: 
The Convex or outſide Part of it, that on which we 
now move, was covered with Water; and the 
Concave or Inſide of it was alſo covered with 
Water. And the Shell of the Earth was what kept 
the Waters from the Waters. This Shell of the 
Earth was formed by the Compreſſure or expan- 
five Power of the Air, and ſo the Firmament 
obeyed the Command given it of dividing the 
Waters from the Waters. 

That Moſes is ſpeaking of this terraqueous 
Globe of ours, when he mentions Waters in this 
Verſe, and of this Globe only, is plain from the Face 
of the Words. There was as yet no Firmament, no 
Light or Spirit, but what acted near this Globe : 
This Action would gradually extend itſelt, as we 
fee by Experience, and did do ſo, as we find, by 
its having reached, on the fourth Day to the 


Diſtance of the Sun. Here is not the leat Men- 


tion or Hint that any Quantity of Water was carried 
Off from, or lifted up avove, this Globe; but the 
contrary : The Firmament is bid to act in, among 
the Parts of the Chaos, to divide Waters Zhere 
from Waters. There was nothing to make a Wall 
of Diviſion with, but the earthy Matter; and then 
the Farth muſt be à Shell, fold, compacted with- 
out any Cracks or Ruptures in it; And the Wa- 
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ters to be divided muſt lie one Moiety on the out- 
ſide, and the other within it. 

That the Chaos was hollow and full of Air, or 
Darkneſs, as we have conſtrued Bohu to mean, is 
plain from hence; for had there been nothing at 
the Center, the Earth muſt have been a ſolid Ball, 
and ſo the Waters have been altogether on its Out- 
ſide, and then there could have been no Diviſion be- 
tween Waters and Waters. But as the Firmament 
compreſſed without the Globe, ſo. did the Air 
within (like Fermentation, which often burſts a 
Veſſel, the Liquor endeavouring to get out) the 
Air within dilated itſelf, or expanded, and thereby 
ſtoped the ſolid Parts of the Earth from occupying 
the Center ; and laid like a Kernel within the Wa- 
ters, which covered it over as the Shell of a Nut 
does the Kernel; and the Earth covered thoſe 
Waters like another Shell; and the Waters with- 
out covered the Surface of the Earth, we now 
tread on, like another Shell; and the Whole was 
then, as it is now, encloſed by Air. So the 
Waters 2within the Shell of the Earth covered or 
incloſed that Body of Darkneſs, Air, or Firmament, 
which had contributed to forming the Diviſion be- 
tween the Waters, and without which there could 
have been no ſuch Diviſion. It is plain from this 
Situation of Things (and this is the Situation of 
Things which Moſes s Words require) that a 

uantity of Water in the Form of a Shell did en- 
cloſe a Body of Air, as the Shell of a Nut does, 
as I ſaid, the Kernel; and if the Shell can be ſaid 
to be above the Kernel, this Water was above the 
Air, above that Body oi ir which lay at the Cen- 
ter: As we tread on the Surface of the Earth we 
call whatever is within the Harth below us; the 
Water therefore was above tlic Air at the Center. 


Ver, 


n 


13 | 
Ver. 7. AnD GoD MADE THE FIRMAMENT. 


This is, as before, a Claim, that the Firmament 
is God's, and not a God (as the Heathens made it) 
being the Work of his Servants, and acting accord- 
ing to his Command. 


— AND Divided THE WATERS WHICH WERE 
UNDER THE FIRMAMENT FROM THE WATERS 
WHICH WERE ABOVE THE FIRMAMENT. 


The Waters on the Face of the Earth are thoſe 
which were under the Firmament; and the Waters 
in the Earth, and round and above its Center, are 
thoſe which were above Air or Firmament. It is 
ſaid here, That God divided the Naters; there is no 
Diſpute but theſe are the ſame Waters ſpoken of in 
the laſt Verſe, which were divided by the Firma- 
ment; this muſt be allowed, and God divided 
them bv the Firmament. The Firmament acted 
in the Chaos and made the Diviſion in the fluid 
Mixture, by ſeparating the Earth from the Water, 
as before deſcribed; the Conſequence is, that both 
the Waters here ſaid to be below the Firmament, as 
well as thoſe here ſaid to be above it, were on or 
in this Earth: Which let the Reader obſerve. 
The Miſconſtruction of theie Words has lain like 
a Weight on the Authority of Moſes; and a Body 
of Waters above the Firmament been looked on 


as an inexplicable Difficulty. But it is a Knot of 


Peoples own tying. They firſt puzzle themſclves, 
and then charge the Perplexity on the Deſcription. 

{Had they not imagined a Vacuum, they would 
have known that the Chaos, under the Term, 
a mpty, or Holt;w, muſt have bcen full of Air; 
and that would have led them to the true Senſe of 
the Words; had they not imagined the Atomſphere 
5 not 
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CC 
not to be above forty or fifty Miles high, but al- 
lowed the Firmament to reach beyond the fixt 
Stars, as he who made it ſays it does; they could 
never have conſtrued Waters above the Firmament 
to mean a Body of Water between the Sun and 
us, much leſs to mean the Clouds; which are fo 
far from being above, that they are but a very little 
Way within the Firmament. Could Moſes who 
tells us God placed Sun, Moon and Stars in the 
Firmament, call the Clouds, Waters above it? They 
ſay, Moſes places the Sun Moon and Stars in the 
Firmament as their apparent Place, Do Clouds 
appear above the Stars? No; had Moſes ſaid fo, 
he would not only have ſpoken ad Captum Vulg:, 
apparently true, but really falſe; whereas he de- 
{cribes Things as they really are in themſclves. 

When Mzoſes has related the Manner and Means 
by which the Shell of the Earth was formed, and 
the Situation of Things under Ground, he tells us, 
who thoſe Agents were which had performed this 
great Work, which is implied in the Name God 
gave the Firmament in the next Words, 


Ver. 8. Ax p Gop CALLED THe FiRMAMzNT, 
Hraven, | 


Shemim, or Heaven, is derived from a Word 
that ſignifies to place, put, order, or diſpoſe. It is 
in the Plural Number, and Maſculine Gender; 
Plural, becauſe of the Trinity of Agents in it; and 
Maſculine, by way of Eminence or Dignity, theſe 
Agents being Viceroys, and under God performing 
all the Operations of Nature, we have ſcen Sp=ct- 
mens of their Power in turning the Chaos, and 
forming it into an Earth. It is true this Deriva- 
tion of the Word is new, and peculiag to Mr. 
Hutchinſon; but fince the Heavens really do rule over 


the Courſe of Nature, and the Word, by repay 
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Derivation may ſignify and expreſs the Uſe the' 
Heavens were made for, barely denying it, will 
not be ſufficient to overturn his Criticiſm. Let 
the Reader conſult Mr. Hutchinſon's Principia, and 
his Maſes's --- fine Principio p. 183. and he will 
ſee his Notion explained at large. In the mean 
Time it is certain that Sem is to diſpoſe; and fo 
Shemim may be Diſpoſers, implying, that the Fluid 


of the Air has the Power of diſpoſing, or order- 


ing. And accordingly the Scripture ſpeaks of the 
Power of the Air, and its Rule and Dominion over 
the Earth, as in Job, Knoweft thou the Ordin- 
ances of Heaven, didſt thou ſet the Dominion there- 
of over the * Earth ? There is nothing for canſt, 
which the Engliſb has put in; and I ſay, over, and 
not in or on tne Earth, as 2 is tranflated, Ver. 18.of 
this firſt Chapter of Geneſis. This Text implies the 
Heavens have a Dominion over the Earth. The 
Apoſtate Jets preferred the Protection of this 
Power of the Heavens to that of the Providence 


of God. Since awe have left off to burn Incenſe to 


Ten PWM the Power of the Heavens, we have 


wanted all Things. They tranſlate it Queen, but 
the Word ſignifies the Power or Rule, as well as 


ſhe who has the Rule: They attributed the Power 


or Rule to the Air, which the Prophet doth not 


blame them for, but only tor worſhipping 1t. 
That Air has a Dominion over the Earth, and 


that all Vegetation, and Animal Life do depend 


on it, is ſo plain as not to be denied. Take away 


Air (that Part of it only which is too groſs to paſs 
the Pores of Glaſs,) i. e. interrupt its free Inter- 
courſe or Communication, and no Plant or Seed 
will grow---Animal Life 1s ſtopt at once and Fire 
extinguiſhed immediately. That the Strength 
of the Expanſion is exceeding great, Storms and 
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Tempeſts, Thunder and Lightnings, as I ſaid, are 
a ſenſible Proot----It is compared in 7% to the 
Strength and Cloſeneſs of melted Metals, Didſt 
«© thou make the Firmament, which is ſtrong as 
« a molten “* Looking-glaſs' -- And it is ſaid of it, 
that it embraces every thing round, as our Gar- 
ments do our Bodies At is ſaid to be immeaſurable, 
« The Air, for Height, is | unſearchable' - And 
there are frequent References to its Height, as ſome- 
thing very extraordinary --- [s not God in the Height 
of the Air, and beheld the Heads of the Stars, how 
high they || are? The Word for Stars means thoſe 
Fluxes of Light, which from their Orbs reach our 
Eyes; and the Heads of thoſe Fluxes muſt mean 
thoſe Orbs, or the Caps of Light on thoſe Orbs ; 
and here the Height of the Air, and of the Stars, 
are mentioned in the ſame Compariſon, only the 
Preference given to the firſt. I wiſh thoſe who 
call themſelves Chriſtians, and ſay they believe the 
Scriptures, would conſider theſe Texts, and 
tell us, why the Air is deſcribed to be of this 


Height, if it is not above forty or fifty Miles 


high. Look unto the Heavens (Shemim) and /ce 
and behold CAPNyY, they are JD Al too high 
for 5 you, 1. e. to meaſure or judge of. D 
is a deſcriptive Word of, and beautifully — 
to, the Parts of the Firmament which are in a 
continual SSruggle to take place of each other, 
See the Word, and this Conflie? between the con- 
tending Parts of the Heavens, clearly de- 
ribed, and fully proved, in Maſes's Principia, 
Part II. This laſt Text is introduced by way of 
Compariſon, that it is as impoſlible for us to 7u/ti/y 
ourſelves, or atone for our Sins, as it is to mea- 
ſure the Height of Heaven. And it is very re- 


®. Chap. 35, 18. 4 Prov, xxv, 3. Job xxii. 12. 
I Job xxxv. 5. 


markable 


39 ] 


markable, that they are the Philoſophers, who have 
denied a Trinity, Redemption, the Neceſſity of 
an Atonement, and a Revelation. Perhaps it we 
can ſhew them their Errors in Philoſophy, we 
may open their eyes in Divinity. Thou ſaidſt 
« (ſays Elihu to Job) what Profit ſhall I have, if 
6 1 cleanſed from my Sin?“ He charges 70 
with talking like a modern Philoſopher; — adds, 
« will anſwer thee, and thy Friends with thee. 
« Look unto the Heaven and ſee, and behold the 
& Firmament, it is too high for you. If thou 
« wouldſt atone for thy Sin, what Taſk wilt thou 
« perform for him? When thy Sins are multi- 

„ plied, what wilt thou do unto him? It thou 
« wouldſt juſtify thyſelf, what wilt thou give 
« him? Or what ſhall he take from thy Hand? 
« On a Man, as thou art, is thy Sin; ; and to the 
Son of. Man is thy Juſtification.” 7. e. thou 
canſt no more juſtify thyſelf, than meaſure the 
Height of Heaven: The Son of Man 1s to do the 
firſt for thee. A modern wiſe Man thinks he can 
do both. | 

Mr. Jennings will have it, that the Firmament 
of Heaven means nothing * but the Firmament, 
« or Air, which ſupports the Clouds, as appears, 
« ſays he, from Verſes 7 and 8, God made the 
Firmament, and dt vided the Waters which were 
&« under the Firmament, from the Waters. which 
« were above the Firmament, and he called the 


« Firmament Heaven *.“ There is no more ſaid 


about the Clouds in theſe Verſes, than there 1s of 
the Czar of Ma ſcovy in the 25th; but I ſuppoſe he 
took the Vaters above the Firmament to mean the 
Clouds, and ſo makes the Firmament mean our 
Atmoſphere. Why he ſhoud imagine Moſes 
thought the Cleuds to be above the Atmoſphere, 


Appendix, p. 127. 
I can- 
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I cannot think. They neither appear fo, nor are 
ſo. But waving this, and ſuppoſing that Waters 
above the Firmament mean the Clouds 7» it; yet 
how exceſſively weak is this Reaſoning : For if 
every Line has two Ends, the Clouds may hang 
at one Extremity of the Air, next the Earth, 
and the Stars at the other, near the Verge of this 
Syſtem, and then the Heaven, in this chapter, 
may mean the Firmament, or Air, which ſupports 
the Clouds and Birds, and the Firmament allo, 
or Air, which ſupports Sun, Moon, and Stars; 
as Scripture, in this Chapter, ſays the ſame Fir- 
mament docs, God placed them (the heavenly Bo- 
dies) in the Firmament of * Heaven----- Fowl that 
may fly above the Karth, in the open Firmament of 
T Heaven: At leaſt, ſaying, as Moſes does, that 
the Clouds and Birds are in the Firmament, does 
not ſo much as inſinuate the contrary ; but ſome 
People can prove Quidlibet ex Quolibel. 


Ver. 9. Ax p Gop salp, LET Tus Wares 
UNDER THE HEAVEN BE GATHERED TOGE- 
THER INTO ONE PLACE. 


Theſe Words contain an Account of a Tranſ- 
action not a Jot inferior to this laſt mentioned. 
The laſt tell us, how, and by what Agents, the 
Shell of the Earth was formed, and in what Situ- 
ation things were then: Theie inform us, by 
what Means the Farth became habitable ; how it 
got rid of that vaſt Flood of Water, which drown- 
ed its whole Surface, The Shell was ſolid, and no 
Cracks, Apertures, or Openings in it, and ſo the 
Water had no Place to retire to: But now Cod 
ſaid, Let the Waters under the Heaven be gathered 
together into one Place. The Waters under the 
Heaven were to move, to go to thoſe above the 
Air, or they would not have been in one, Place ; 

Gen. i. 18. + Gen. 1. 20. 


tor 
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for they were but in tis Places before. A Di- 
viſlon was made between the Waters, and this 
Diviſion, or Wall, was to be paſſed by the Wa- 
ters on the Surface of the Earth, and ſo both Wa- 
ters were gathered into one Place. What or where 
was this Place? Within the Shell of the Earth, 
that vaſt Concavity, or Abyſs, which held the 
Air whilſt the Earth was hollow ; this was the 
Place deſigned for them, and a Paſſage was made 
by breaking up the Shell of the Earth, and ſo 
giving them Room to deſcend ; on which the Air 
within muſt come out, as it does out of a Veſſel 
when we pour Liquor into it. Theſe Cracks, 
Paſſages, or Openings in the Shell of the Earth, 
are the Fountains of the great Deep, the largeſt of 
them; and the ſmaller, the Windows of Heaven, 
or Paſſages of the Air : For through them the 
Air came up now, and through them, or ſuch 
others, the Air deſcended at the Flood, and forced 
up the Waters; and through them the Air came 
up again, and through them the Waters went 
down, after the Deluge. To the Formation of the 
Earth by the Powers of the Air God refers, in his Que- 
ſtions to Job xxxviii. 4, Fc. Where waſt thou when I 
* laid the Foundations of the Earth? — Who ap- 

* pointed the Meaſures thereof ? --- Wher 
e are the Sockets thereof faſtened? Or who laid 
c nn ae the Key-ſtone thereof (on which the 
« Arch is turned?) When the Morning: ſtars 
fang together, and the Sons of God ſhouted 
for Joy *;** and ſhut up the Sea within Doors, 
«6 in 


* Morning-ſtars, or Stars of the Morning, are the bright 
Fluxes of Light; and bm) tranſlated /ang, expreſſes the Man- 
ner of the Motion of Light, Pf. cxlviii. 3. N 09, Stars 
of Light. The Sons of God are the Powers of Hepven, 
PC. xxix, 1, © Aſcribe to Jehowah the Sons of , N; 
'* aſcribe unto FJehowah Glory and Strength, Pf, Ixxxix. 6. 

G „ Who 
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cc in its Alveus Nm or Bed, the Womb it iſſues 
« from; (viz. in Vapours, or Steam, through 
the Cracks of the Earth, for Fountains and Rivers. 

« When I made the Cloud the Garment — 
« and condens'd Air a Swadling- band for it, and 
brake up over it my Decree (or what I had 
« eſtabliſhed over it, the Shell to let the Waters 
« go down) and ſet Bars and Doors.“ (The Com- 
preſſure of the Firmament, here called 2) groſs 
Air, and DD condenſed, is what keeps it from 
returning to cover the Earth, notwithſtandin 

many of the Cracks are open, or there are Inlets 
to the great Abyſs; and this Compreſſure of the Fir- 
mament ariſes from Light and Spirit (which are 
the Sons of God) rejoicing, ſhouting, laughing, 
that is, from thoſe Sorts oft Motions made by 
rejoicing and laughing.) And ſaid, Hitherto 
ce ſhalt thou come, but no farther ; and here ſhall 
« thy Tides J be ſtaid, Or here ſhalt thou 
ftop, when thou liſteſt up thy Tides. There is as 
much Art and Wiſdom, Skill and Contrivance 
in the Flux and Reflux of the Tides, and in the 
Method by which Vapours ariſe out of the great 
Deep, as there is of Power and Greatneſs in ſhut- 
ting it up in, and confining it to, the Bowels or 
Womb of the Earth. The Pſalmiſt refers to the 
Formation of the Earth like an Arch, as every 
Part of the Inſide of it is over Water, cxxxvi. 6. 
« Who ſtretched out the Earth over the Waters.“ 


© Who in the Heayen can be compared to Zehowah ; among 
«© the Sons of LN can be likened to Fehowah , Glory, 
Strength, and Power are the Effects of the Firmament, and they 
are Sons of God, becauſe he made them. The Sons of Elim, and 
Glory and Strength are made ſynonimous in one Text, and 
Heaven pH and the Sons of Elim in the other. Theſe are 
the Sons of God which /outed ; the ſame as what the Hea- 
thens called ri/us calorum, at the making the Earth, the 
Formation of which was performed by that Action of the 
Heavens. 


The 


[ 43 ] 
The Firmament formed the Shell of the Earth, 
and made a Diviſion between the Waters; and 
the ſame Firmament broke up the Shell, or made 
Cracks in it. This we fee every Day done in 
Miniature: The Preſſure or Expanſion of the 
Air makes the Mud ſubſide in dirty Water, makes 
Cracks in the Ground, carries the Water down 
through thoſe Cracks, and lets the dry Land ap- 
pear. By the ſame Means, and by the ſame Agents, 
that Water ſinks into the Earth now, the Water 
was forced down into, and ſunk through the Shell 
of the Earth at firſt. God made the Wind 
« or Spirit to paſs over the Earth, and the Wa- 
te ters * aſſwaged;” and at laſt went off the 
Earth. And though there is no Companion be- 
twixt the- Quantities of Water which went off the 
Earth at firſt, and afterwards at the Flood, and 
what is now daily returned to the Sea, or ſoaks 
into the Earth; yet are the Actions of the fame 
Kind, and performed by the ſame Agents; and 
the one may give us an Idea of the other. And 
we may juſtly argue, that if the Firmament can 
force down into the Earth one Gallon of Water, 
it may one Million : If it can make a Crack in 
the Ground of a Foot extent, it may alto make 
one of an hundred, or a thouſand Foot. And 
that it daes every Day crack the Earth, that it 
cracks the ſtrongeſt Rocks, and the ſolideſt Tim- 
ber, and, through a Glaſs, will diſſolve even a 
Diamond, we may fee without much Trouble. 
This is what Moſes ſays was done by the Firma- 
ment at firſt ; and it might do it at firſt, ſince it 
has continued, ceteris paribus, to do it ever ſince. 
The Earth was at firſt hollow, void, or full of 
Air, and the Expanſion operated on both Sides of 
the Shell of the Earth, the Formation acted both 
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within and without, and therefore the Effects can- 
not be now for Degrees, as they were then; but 
they are the ſame in Kind. 

The performing theſe great Works, forming 
the Shell of the * breaking up that Shell, 
and carrying the Waters down, were the Works 
of the Expanſion during one Day Effects ſo ſur- 
priſing, ſo ſtupendous, that it is almoſt incredible, 
that ſuch mighty Works ſhould be done within 
the Space of four and twenty Hours: But the 
Strength of the Expanſion is beyond all Imagina- 
tion great, and was now in the immediate Hand 
of its Creator. And what could not ſuch a Ser- 
vant co, when directed by ſuch a Maſter ? 

Dry Land now appearing, the Earth was fit to 
entertain the Inhabitants deſigned for it. Accord- 
ingly it pleaſed God, now during the third Day, 
to form Vegetables for their Support, that they 
might have Proviſions when they came to their 
new Habitation. No Powers of Nature could 
form a Seed or a Plant. That muſt be the imme- 
diate Work of God. When they were formed, 
the Heat, which is the ſame Agent we call Light, 
could, by the Help of the Spirit, force Water and 
Mould into the Ducts or Channels of a Plant 


or a Seed, and ſo diſtend, dilate, or make them 


grow. However great the Heat of the Air might 
be, and proper to make Plants grow, ſome time 
it muſt be before there could be any to ſupport 
Beaſts. We find two days intervene betwixt the 
planting the Earth and forming Animals; in 
which Time Herbs, by the Help of the natural 
Agents, might grow in a great, and doubtleſs 
did grow 1n a ſufficient Quantity, 

e come now to the fourth Day's Work, the 
forming, Sun, Moon, and Stars, 


Ver. 14. 


1 
| 
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Ver. 14. And Gop $aiD, LIT THERE BY 
LicnrTs. 


The Word is HND Marth, which is not plural, 
but /ngular. The Root is de AR, the ſame 
which 1s uſed for Light. The Thau and Mem 
here, as in NEMM before, are Servzles ; and, ac- 
cording to the Rules before laid down, the Word 
doth not ſignify Lights, or Light, but ſomething 
that was for the Uſe of Light---ſomething to 
ſupport, make, or hold it----a Chandelier. The 
Orb of the Sun, the Fuel in Fire, Oil and Tal- 
low in Lamps and Candles, are no Kin to Light ; 
their Subſtances are toto celo different: This we 
have ſeen before, and this we may prove by Ex- 
periments. Fire gives Light, and Fire is ſupported 
naturally in the Pores of proper Fuel, by the In- 
flux and Action of the Spirit : Neither Fire, 
Light, nor Spirit are Part of the Fuel; the Fuel 
only ſerves as a Stage for them to act on. The 
Action tears the Fuel to pieces, and diſperſes its 
Parts; and when the Fuel is waſted, the Spirit 
diſperſes the Fire and Light, and the Fire goes 
out. The Orb of the Sun is the Fuel for the 
Fire to act 1n---The Fire acts all around it---the 
Spirit flows into it on every Side of it-—-Its Parts 
were framed on purpoſe for this Uſe : The Preſſure 
is equal on all Sides, which will for ever prevent 
its burning out, becauſe it cannot be carried off, 
as they are in our common Fire ; for Fire doth 
not deſtroy the Atoms, only diſſolve the Union of 


the Atoms, in Fuel. The Fire comes not out as 


Light does. Who commanded DM the (ſolar) 

„ Fire, and it ſpringeth not up*.” DM is the 

Fire as appears from the Diſtemper it is ap- 
plied to. 

* Job ix. 7. 

| Whether 
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Whether Marth be conſidered as Singular or 
Plural, matters not a great deal, that I can ſee, 
There are more Orbs than one which ſerve as 
Lamps to the Earth, tho* perhaps there is but one 
only in which Light is formed. The Moon returns 
it to the Earth, and fo do the Planets and Stars; 
the Sun therefore with theſe Orbs may be pro- 
perly conſidered as a Chandelier with many Sconces 
to it, and then being a Noun of Number, may 
have a Singular or Plural Verb with it; and in this 
Verſe, Let there be, and in the next, Let them be. 
The Phraſe, Let there be, as has been obſerved, 
is different both from Creation, and immediate 
Formation. God ſpoke to ſome Agent. There 
was none but the Firmament; and what has the 
Firmament to do to make this Chandeher ? Only 
to compreſs the Matter of theſe Orbs together: 
For their Subſtance was created before, when eve-. 
ry Thing elſe was---and was within the Heavens 
---and ready to receive the Compreſſure of the Fir- 
mament, when its Action ſhould reach ſo high. 
The Firmament began to act near the Earth, where 
it was firſt wanted ; and its Power extended gra- 
dually, as we find the Action of Fire does, when 
it is properly ſupported ; God by immediate Pow- 
er ſupported it till the Orb of the Sun was formed, 
and ever ſince it has been naturally or mechani- 
cally ſupported. As ſoon then as the Firmament 
reached the Matter of theſe Orbs, it compreſſed 
or compacted them together; and Fire burnt in 
the Sun, whoſe Subſtance was ſuited to that Pur- 
ſe : The Light mult neceſſarily flow in Streams 
rom it, being preſſed out by the Spirit ; and the 
End of thoſe Streams of Light would neceſſarily 
ſtop againſt any ſolid Body it met with in its 
Journey, be diverted, and turned off in another 
Direction; by this Means the Light reached the 


Moon and Stars, and from them was reflected F 
and 


[47] 


and fo they became as in the next Verſe, MaOrth, 
eg a Chandelier giving Light. Marth is only 
a Chandelier, the Frame of Orbs. MaOrth is more, 
that Chandelier performing what it was made for, 
or ſending out its Lights ; the Yau in the ſecond 
Order, according to the Rules of Grammar, im- 
plying Action. God not only ſaid, Let there be a 
Marth, a Candle, but let there be Ma Orth; let 
it burn, let it be lighted. | 

There are three diſtinct Things which we con- 
found in common Talk, when we ſpeak of the 
Snn, viz. The Orb---the Fire---and the Light--- 
This in common People is excuſable, but in Phi- 
loſophers, I do not know what to call it; eſpeci- 
ally when on a Confuſion of their own making, 
they found their Charge of Ignorance againſt the 
Sacred Writers, who have carefully diſtinguiſhed 
them. If I were to enumerate the Parts of a Lamp, 
I ſhould diſtinguiſh between the Oil---theVeſlel that 
held the Oil---the Fire that burned in it---and the 
Light that came from it. The Scripture aſſerts ſe- 
veral Things of the Streams of Light that continu- 
ally iſſue Fon the Sun, and illuminate one Half 
of this Earth: Theſe the Miſe-Men have removed 
to the Body of the Sun, which is a “ round Maſs 
«© of Matter, bounded and paſſive; ſo have made 
Jeſts of the Scripture, and---of themſelves: Had 
they known what Light is, and how made; Light 
exiſting before the Sun, would have been no Dith- 
culty ; and the Sun and Moon being jointly called 
Lights, no Jeſt. 


-----IN THE FIRMAMENT OF HEAVEN 


« In the Firmament, viz. As their apparent 
Place, ſays Mr. Jennings; for tho' our Reaſon, 
« ſays he, informs us of the remoter Diſtances of 
& the heavenly Bodies; yet to our Eyes, (which 


6c 
, are 
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& are not able to diſtinguiſh any Difference in the 
% Diſtance of viſible Objects, beyond the Limits 
cc of a few Miles) they all appear as if they were 
& really in the Firmament, or Earth's Atmo- 
ec ſphere“ . If they appear to our Eyes to be in 
the Firmament of Heaven, and God who made 
them, ſays, they are, How does he know they are 
not ſo? Moſes doth not ſay, they appear in the 
Firmament, but poſitively, that God placed' them 
in it, and has given a Reaſon why they muſt be 
there. I wonder a Chriſtian can make fo light of 
the Authority of a Prophet: To ſay that Scripture 
has always been allowed to be erroneous in theſe 
Points, will not be an Excuſe, becauſe it has been 
long ſince conteſted, the Veracity of Scripture aſ- 
ferted, and ſuch Arguments produced, as I be- 
lieve to impartial Perfons will determine the Point : 
If he thinks otherwife, I ant ready to conteſt it : 
In the mean Time, let him, or any of our Wiſe- 
Men, conſider how Light could either be formed 
at the Sun, or tranſmitted hither from thence, or 
from any of the Orbs, unleſs the Firmament reached 
from the Earth to the Sun, and from the Sun to all 
thoſe Orbs on which the Light of the Sun irradiates. 
And let them, if they pleaſe, diſtinguiſh between 
the Atmoſphere of the Earth, and the Firmament 
of Heaven; otherwiſe it will be but a ſlender Ar- 
gument to prove the heavenly Bodies are not in 
the Firmament of Heaven, becauſe they are not in 
the Atmoſphere of the Earth: It is in the Firma- 
ment of Heaven Scripture places them. To the 
beſt of my Memory, Newton and Whiſton differ 
Thirty Million of Miles in the Diſtance of the Sun, 
ſo we may ſee how far heir Reaſon helps them. 

What were theſe Orbs placed in the Firmament 
of Heaven for, but that they might partake of the 


* Appendix, page 139. 


Benefit 
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Benefit of the Heavens as a Firmament? They were 
placed in it, ſays Moſes, To divide the Day from the 
Night, which they could not do without the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Strength of the Heavens which is in 
the Firmament. This implies, That the Firma- 
ment enables them to do what they were placed in 
the Firmament to do; and therefore it was necel- 
ſary for the Subſtance of the Firmament to reach 
from them to the Earth, otherwiſe they could not 
divide the Day from the Night, or circulate this 
Orb, by which Day and Night are divided. 


-----TO DIVIDE THE DAY FROM THE NiGHT.----- 


This muſt mean making Days arid Nights on 
the Earth, which could not have been done with- 
out the Earth's diurnal Motion, unleſs the Sun 
had revolved round the Earth, which it doth not. 
We ſee above, Verſe the third, that the Rotation 

of the Earth was a Conſequence of the Exiſtence 
of Light, and yet God claimed the Power as his, 
Verſe 4, under this Phraſe of dividing the Light 
from the Darkneſs, for that is ſynonomous to di- 
viding the Day from the Night. It is the Light of 
the Sun, and not the Orb or ſolid Matter, in which 
the Fire, that ſends out Light, ſubſiſts, which is 
ſtill ſpoken of here. The Orb itſelf, which perhaps 
is about a Million and a half of Miles diſtant from 
as, can have no Effect on the Earth. No mate- 
rial thing can act where it is not preſent : The Fir- 
mament therefore is the Agent; and if the Firma- 
ment wants its Action to be ſupported by a proper 
Furnace, and the Sun be that Furnace, as appears 
from this Chapter, then it is properly cd, 
Let there be a Marsh, an Inſtrument of Light 
«K in the Firmament of Heaven, that the Earth 
may be circulated,” becauſe, by this A, 
Light is made and emitted chiefly 1 888 one 
Iemi- 
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Hemiſphere of the Earth, from whence its Rota- 
tion enſues: And ſo the diurnal Motion is neceſ- 
ſarily implied in the Phraſe, and J hope intelli- 
gibly. Mr. M hiſton, as cited by Mr. Jennings *, 
trom his new Theory of the Earth , „ ſuppoſes 
„that the Earth's diurnal Rotation did not com- 
* mence till after the Fall of Man.” Is Mr. bi ſ⸗ 
ton then allowed, as a Philoſopher, to make a 
Lyar of Mo/es in downright flat Terms? and does 
he think that he, as a Chriſtian, has nothing to an- 
ſwer for it? How came there Days and Nights before 
the Fall, if the Orb did not turn? Meſes mentions 
five Days and Nights betore Man was made, which 
implies it turned five times round on its Axis. I 
hope Man did not fall before he was in being; if 
not, what has Mr. V hiſton to ſay for himſelf ? 
The Stuff about the Sphæroidity of the Earth, and 
its Diameter at the/Equator being thirty Miles long- 
er than its Axis, which follows in Mr. Jennings, 
is like the reſt of their Philoſophical Gibberiſh, 
hardly worth citing, but to laugh at. If the Earth 
be a ſolid Shell, which could not move or vary 
its Figure by its Rotation, the Water muſt lie 
in its ſeveral Atvei, becauſe God has made the 
Cloud the Garment thereof, and thick Air the 
ſwadling Band for it, and fo ſet it Bounds that it 
cannot paſs or return again to drown the Earth. 
The Air moves the Farth, and Keeps it in its Fi- 

ure. Becauſe Water will ſpurt from a ſpinning 
Wheel, and Strings faſtened at one End to it, ſtand 
out ſtreight, when the Wheel is turn'd, and fly off 
as ſoon as they can break their Hold; thence they 
argue, that the Parts of the Earth muſt recede from 
the Axis of its Motion, and moſt, where the Mo- 
tion is ſwifteſt, as it is at the Æquator. But the Caſes 
are not parallel, the Earth is not moved by a Force 
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from the Center, but by Puſhes on its Outſide; 
and that very Subſtance that puſhes it, compreſſes 
it on all Sides: They may as well argue that the 
Sea will fall down into the Air, when the Earth 
turns round, becauſe Water does ſo when the Veſ- 
ſel is turned up. 

The Marth in the Firmament of Heaven, was to 
divide between the Day, and between the Night, 
in order to which, the Earth muſt neceſſarily turn 
round. Its further Uſe is expreſſed by what fol- 
lows ; And let them be for Signs and for Seaſons, and 
for Days and Years, which there could not have 
been without the Earth's annual Motion, ſo That 
depends upon the fame Caule alſo. 

Mr. Jennings ſays, *© The HH:brew Ng fb 
P27 LIT y, may as well be render'd, 
Let the Lights in the Firmament of Heaven be to 
divide, &c. importing not their firſt being crea- 
e ted (he means formed) on that Day, but their 
being made to ſerve new Purpoſes“. The Or- 
der of the Words won't admit of this: Had this 
been intended, it would have been y' ITN9 
ονοννο 7 2 22v7. But as his Tranſlation is not 
Engliſh, fo neither would the other be Hebrew. 
The natural way of expreſſing what he aims at, 
would be, Let the Lights divide, and not, Let them 
be to divide. He allows the Earth to have begun 
its Motion on the firſt Day, and ſuppoſes the Sun 
exiſted before; why did not Moſes lay at firſt, Let 
there be a Marth; or is there no Difference betwixt 
rien and ? If the Sun ſhone upon the Earth 
the firſt, ſecond, and third Days, what more did 
it on the fourth? „“ The Lights, he ſays, were 
„to ſerve to new Purpoſes.” Their only Pur- 
poſe, according to him, is to ſhine; and if they 
did nothing more on the fourth than on the three 
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firſt, what new Purpoſes did they ſerve to? They 
&« were now applicd and adapted, by Means of the 
„ Earth's and Moon's Motions in their reſpec- 
<« tive * Orbits.” What was applied and adapt- 
ed? Not the Sun; there was nothing done to the 
Sun, according to him, and how then was it adapt- 
ed? And as to the Moon, it is one of thoſe Hea- 
very Bodies that give Light to the “ arth, and 1s 
ſpox-n of in the lame Phraſe with the Sun, and 
Jointly in the ſame Words, Let there be Lights 
to 2 Light upon the Earth. So if the Sun gave 
Light before, tne Moon muſt; and there was no 
Occaſion to px and adapt the Moon to giving 
Lig/.t, any more than the Sun: But App. p. 190, 
« It is very ofſible the Moon might not give 
« Light to the Earth betore, being placed per- 
cc hats, in Conjuntion with the Sun, till the 
« fourth Day.” I wonder he had not made it 
| eclipſe the Sun; that would have accounted for 
Darkneſs being upon the Face of the Deep, Ver. 
2. and, Let there be Light had been explain'd, 
by moving the Moon, without any Difficulty: Nor 
need he then have made he Face of the Deep the Bot- 
tom of the Deep, p. 129, and Earth, p. 136, the drier 
Hemiſphere, before ever the Waters were ſeparat- 
ed, or the Earth was formed: But theſe are only 

tty Contradictions, hardly worth obſcrving. 
That the Moon was placed 1 in Conjunction with 
the Sun till the fourth Day, i only 2 Perhaps, and 
is too whimſical to deſerve a formal Anſwer. The 
Text ſays, both Sun and Moon were now made 
Lights to give Light upon the Earth ; Let them 
be for Lights, which ſpeaks of both, or neither, 
and ſuppoſes they did not ſhine upon the Earth 
before. This is not to be evaded by ſaying, Nor 
&« did the Sun enlighten the Earth in the ſame 
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* manner as now, when the Earth had received its 
« new Motion.” p. 140. If the Earth had now re- 
ceived a new Motion, it mov'd in a different 
manner; but the Sun ſtill ſhined in the ſame man- 
ner, and it can illuminate but one Hemiſphere at 
once. Suppoſe the annual Motion to begin now, 
and the Inclination of the Axis alſo to commence 
now, yet ſtill but one Hemiſphere could be en- 
lightened at once. The diurnal Motion turns a 
Face continually to the Sun, and the annual can 
do no more: But there is no Mention, or the leaſt 
Hint, about the manner of giving Light : The 
Point is the Fact. God ſaid, Let them be for 
Lights----- and God ſet them in the Firmament of 
Heaven, to give Light upon the Earth; and now 
what ſignifies quibbling about their Sing to divide. 
To divide, is one Part of their Buſineſs; and if 
that Expreſſion about their Commiſſion to divide, 
had left the leaſt doubt, whether they exiſted be- 
fore or not, i. e. had not determin'd their Non-Ex- 
iſtence before, yet theſe Expreſſions do; and if God 
ſet them in the Firmament of Heaven on the fourth 
Day, as Moſes ſays, then it unavoidably follows, 
that God had not ſet them there before, unleſs he 
took them out, and now put them there again. 
He goes on, „Or, perhaps this 15th Verſe is 
e only a Repetition, like Verſes 17th, and 18th.“ 
When a Man is a blundering, he will blunder 
on to the End of the Chapter. If this Verſe be a 
Repetition of the 14th, then he hath not conſtrued 
right before. That Verſe, according to him, only 
ſays, Let them be to divide; this ſays, Let them be 
for Lights in the Firmament of Heaven; and pre- 
ſently afterwards, God ſet them in the Firmament. 
Now if, Let them be to divide, do not imply. their 
being now formed to divide; yet, Let them be for 
Lights, neceſſarily implies they were not Lights 
before; and cither this Verſe is not a Repetition, 
Or 
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firſt, what new Purpoſes did they ſerve to? They 
« were now applied and adapted, by Means of the 
« Farth's and Moon's Motions in their reſpec- 
ce tive * Orbits.” What was applied and adapt- 
ed? Not the Sun; there was nothing done to the 
Sun, according to him, and how then was it adapt- 
ed ? And as to the Moon, it is one of thoſe Hea- 
verily Bodies that give Light to the Earth, and is 
ſpoken of in the fame Phraſe with the Sun, and 
Jotntly in the ſame Words, Let there be Lights 
to give Light upon the Earth. So if the Sun gave 
Light before, tne Moon muſt; and there was no 
Occaſion to rpply and adapt the Moon to giving 
Lig:.t, any more than the Sun: But App. p. 190, 
it is very poſſible the Moon might not give 
« Light to the Earth before, being placed per- 
« hays, in Conjunction with the Sun, till the 
« fourth Day.” I wonder he had not made it 
echipſe the Sun; that would have accounted for 
Darkncis being upon the Face of the Deep, Ver. 
2. and, Let there be Light had been explain'd, 
by moving the Moon, without any Difficulty : Nor 
need he then have made the Face of the Deep the Bot- 
tom of the Deep, p. 129, and Earth, p. 136, the drier 
Hemiſphere, before ever the Waters were ſeparat- 
ed, or the Earth was formed: But theſe are only 
petty Contradictions, hardly worth obſcrving. 
That the Moon was placed in Conjunction with 
the Sun till the fourth Day, is only 2 Perhaps, and 
is too whimſical to deſerve a formal Anſwer. The 
Text ſays, both Sun and Moon wcre now made 
Lights to give Light upon the Earth ; Let them 
be for Lights, which ſpeaks of both, or neither, 
and ſuppoſes they did not ſhine upon the Earth 
before. This is not to be evaded by ſaying, ** Nor 
did the Sun enlighten the Earth in the ſame 
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et manner as now, when the Earth had received its 
&« new Motion.“ p. 140. If the Earth had now re- 
ceived a new Motion, it mov'd in a different 
manner; but the Sun ſtill ſhined in the fame man- 
ner, and it can illuminate but one Hemiſphere at 
once. Suppoſe the annual Motion to begin now, 
and the Inclination of the Axis alſo to commence 
now, yet ſtill but one Hemiſphere could be en- 
lightened at once. The diurnal Motion turns a 
Face continually to the Sun, and the annual can 
do no more: But there is no Mention, or the leaſt 
Hint, about the manner of giving Light: The 
Point is the Fat. God ſaid, Let them be for 
Lig bis and God ſet them in the Firmament of 
Heaven, to give Light upon the Earth; and now 
what ſignifies quibbling about their berzg to divide. 
To divide, is one Part of their Buſineſs ; and if 
that Expreſſion about their Commiſſion to divide, 
had left the leaſt doubt, whether they exiſted be- 
fore or not, i. e. had not determin'd their Non-Ex- 
iſtence before, yet theſe Expreſſions do; and if Gd 
ſet them in the Firmament of Heaven on the fourth 
Day, as Moſes ſays, then it unavoidably follows, 
that God had not ſet them there before, unleſs he 
took them out, and now put them there again. 
He goes on, Or, perhaps this 15th Verſe is 
e only a Repetition, like Verſes 17th, and 18th.” 
When a Man 1s a blundering, he will blunder 
on to the End of the Chapter. If this Verſe be a 
Repetition of the 14th, then he hath not conſtrued 
right before. That Verſe, according to him, only 
ſays, Let them be to divide; this ſays, Let them be 
for Lights in the Firmament of Heaven; and pre- 
ſently afterwards, God ſet them in the Firmament. 
Now if, Let them be to divide, do not imply. their 
being now formed to divide; yet, Let them be for 
Lights, neceſſarily implies they were not Lights 
before; and either this Verſe is not a Repetition, 
Or 
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or he hath not conſtrued right before. If he has 
conſtrucd the 14th Verſe right, then this 15th is 
more than a Repetition, becauſe it ſays more. 
Verſes 17th and 18th, are not a Repetition, but a 
Claim on the Behalt of God. The preceeding Verſes 
give an Account of the Formation, by natural 
Agents------- of the Chandelier in Heaven, with all 
its Sconces the Sun with the Lights all round 
it; and theſe claim it in Bchalf of God who formed 
thoſe Agents which made it. 


Jer. 16. AND Gop MADE TWO GREAT LIGHTS. 


« The Hebrew Word for Map in this Text, is 
&« not Bara, ſays Mr. Jennings, as in Verſe “* 1,---- 
No, there was no Occaſion to ute Bara here, it is 
not their Creation but Formation which 15 treated 
of here. We are told in the firſt Verſe, that God 
created Heaven and Earth, which cf Courſe, as that 
is „the Title or general Contents of the whole 
« following Account,”” implies that every thing 
in Heaven and Earth was created then; and ſo the 
Word need not be repeated here, nor would it 
have expreſſed what is here intended. I can fee 
% no manner of Neceſſity, adds Mr, Jennings, of 
« underftanding Verſe 16 of a new and proper 
Creation of the heavenly + Lights:** I know of 
nobody that contends for it. He goes on, “For 
here the Word for made, is Haſah, mwy a Word 
<« of very general Meaning, which is uſually ap- 
« plicd to any fort of Operation and Action; and 
«© particularly, it ſignifies to conſtitute, order, or 
appoint, as God (Haſah) made Moſes and Aaron, 
«« when he appointed them to their reſpective Ot- 
&« fices in the State and Church of Jſrael.“ When 
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2 Man is determined to defend a favourite Noti- 
on, any thing ſerves for Proof. Moſes and Aaron 
were conſtituted King and Prieſt under this Phraſe, 
and this was making them what they were not be- 
fore; but the Sun, as a Sun, muſt give Light, or be 
a Light ------ to make a Light, which was a Light 
before, is Nonſenſe : So God made two great Lights 
to give Light upon the Earth, will ſtill imply that 
he now made or ſerm'd them for that Purpoſe, as 
neceſſarily, as that Moſes was not King, nor Aaron, 
and the Men (1 Kings xu. 31 p Prieſts, till they 
were made fo. The Men exiſted before, but not 
the Prieſts; ſo if the Sun could exiſt before and not 
be a Light, or not give Light upon the Earth, I 
ſubmit to his Criticiſm. As ſoon as the Chaos ex- 
iſted, the Sun muſt ſhine upon it; and when it 
was formed into an Earth, it could do no more 
than ſhine upon it. Its Light has different Effects 
indeed, according to the Nature and Conſtitution 
of what it ſhines upon; but the manner of its giv- 
ing Light is juſt the ſame. On the fourth Day, 
« adds Mr. Jennings, God made the two great 
« T.ights, as he now made them to ſerve new and 
different Purpoſes from what they had done be- 
c fore.” What Purpoſes could they now ſerve 
which they had not done the three ſirſt Days? The 
Earth was circulated during the three firſt, they 
muſt have illuminated tbe whole Glove during the 
three firſt ; turn it how you will, whether the Axis 
of the Earth ſtood at a right, oblique, obtuſe, or 
no Angle of the Plane of the Ecliptic, every Inch 
of its Surface muſt have had their Light upon it: 
And now what new Purpoſes did they ſerve the 
fourth Day, they had rot ferved the three firſt ? 
But granting that the Lights in che Heaven did 
ſerve new Purpoſes, what then? Why, « juſt as 
the Princes of 7/oel are ſaid to have made the 
« Houſe of jonathan the Priſon,------- when they 
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cc converted it to that uſe; ſo here God made the 
c two great Lights, that is, he made them zo rule.“ 
No, this Evaſion will not ſerve the Turn ; the Sun 
would have given Light, and have ruled, whether 
it had been made to give Light and rule or not; ſup- 
poſing, with Mr. Jennings, that it was a Sun be- 
tore: For giving Light is but a Conſequence of 
its being a Sun, and ruling a Conſequence of its 
giving Light. But Jonathan's Houſe would 
<« not have been a Priſon, if it had not been made 
„ ſo.” The Caſes are by no Means parallel, and 
God's making the Lights, will {till fignify form- 
ing the Orbs of the Sun, Moon, and Stars, and 
enabling them to give Light upon the Earth, 
which they did not do before; making them will 
ſtill Ggnify this, notwithſtanding all the vain Rea- 
ſoning about the Word Haſah. 

« As for the Stars mentioned at the End of 
« Verſe 16, let it be obſerved, ſays Mr. Zenhings?, 
« That the Words, he made, which are immedi- 
« ately prefixed to the Stars in our Tranſlation, 
& are not in the Original.” Undoubtedly true 
this ; but yet there is no great Room left to make 
Suns to other Worlds of them for all that, nor any 
great Difficulty in the Conſtruction: If there were, 
that parallel Place, Pſalm cxxxvi. ver. 7. To him 
that made great Lights----the Sun to rule by Day---- 
the Moon and Stars to rule by Night, ſhews the 
Conſtruction here to be, that God made the leſſer 
Light with the Stars to rule the Night; or as the 
Words itand--The leſſer Light to rule the Night with 
Stars alſo, i. e. in Conjunction with them. HisObſer- 
vation upon NN in the Note at the Bottom of this 142 
Page, is like the reſt, without any Foundation: For 
TR is the Sign of no Caſe; it ſtands before them 
all, and cannot be the Sign of any particular Calc. 
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11 
Kimchi, Leigh, Druſins, Cocceius, Schindler, Pag- 
ninus, Marius de Calafio, conſtrue it to the ſame 
Senſe all of them; and make it mam rei 
Subſtantiam, and give Inſtances of its coming be- 
fore all the Caſes. Munſter, in his Radices He- 
braice, © NN articulus obliquorum Caſuum maxime 
« accuſativi; ſeu ut Hebræi dicunt---diftio conjunttiva 
=== aliquando pro cum---hinc d mecum, Pf. 109. 
« c.“ If MX may be conſtrued with, and the 
Pſalmiſſ”s Authority be admitted, then the Senſe 
here is plainly what we have made it: And the 
pretty Conceit of the Moon's ruling the Stars by 
veiling them from our View, muſt paſs rather 
for an ingenious than a true Hypotheſis; and is the 
more worthy of a modern Philoſopher---as it has 
not the leaſt Degree of Probability in it: The 
Moon ſometimes veils the Sun from our View, 
and the Clouds very frequently veil both Sun and 
Moon, and Day-Light continually veils the Stars 
from our View; and yet it is not ſaid, the Moon 
rules the Sun, or the Clouds Sun and Moon, or 
the Day the Stars : But it was a mighty pretty 
Thought; and it is immediately left, and the 
uſual Interpretation allowed of, that God . made 
* the Stars alſo, as well as the Moon, 1% rule the 
Night: Which Senſe, ſays he, is rendered 25 0- 
« bable, by comparing Pſalm cxxxvi. 7, 8, 9 * 
One would have thought the expreſs Aſſertion 6 
a Prophet had made it more than probable; for it 
the Expreſſion be clear and determinate in o: e, a nd 
dubious in the other, where they arc both 1c =" 
ing to the ſame Point, it mult put an End to the 
Diſpure. 
But though it be allowed, that the Stars Were 
made to rule over the Night, yet this e. 
nuſt conſiſt only in mining like / many Braſs- 
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Nails over our Heads, and like their Situation, muſt 
be only apparent. For they were not now made 
or formed, “only by means of the Earth's annual 
« Motion, they are diſpoſed into a regular Suc- 
c ceſſion of Appearance thro” the ſeveral Seaſons 
c of the Year; and hereby ſome Nights are illu- 
« minated with a more glorious Hemiſphere of 
« Stars than others*.”? 

By the Earth's annual Motion it approaches dif- 
ferent Stars in different Parts of its Orbit, and 
thereby we ſee different Stars ; but what has this 
Appearance of the Stars to do with ruling ? Would 
a Man ſay, ſuch a Star rules over ſuch a Night, 
becauſe it appears on ſuch a Night ? But if appear- 
ing and ruling (Things as different as black and 
white) are allowed to be the ſame, Did not the 
Stars appear the three firſt Days? „But they ap- 
c pear in a different Manner.“ Then it ſhould 
have been ſaid, He made them appear in à different 
Manner. If they ruled before, and would have 
ruled whether the Earth had moved or not, to ſay, 
God made them to rule, can neither conſiſt with Mr. 
Jennings's Interpretation, nor with Truth: No 
Difference in the Manner of ruling is implicd here; 
however, this is implied, that they did not rule 
before. According to Mr. 7ennings's Way of Rea- 
ſoning, it 1s the Earth rules the Stars, and not the 
Stars the Earth. If the Earth's annual Motion diſ- 
poſe them into a regular Succeſſion of Appearance, 
that is the Diſpoſer, not they. No; the Stars 
muſt rule, becauſe ſome Nights are illuminated 
with a more glorious Hemiſphere of Stars than others 
are. Who told him, That the annual Motion car- 
ries the Earth nearer to more Stars in one Part of 
its Orbit than another, or that the Heaven is not 
equally thick ſet with them? It feems there arc, 
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perhaps, forty or fifty Thouſand Stars in every He- 
miſphere : If the Earth had only revolved on its 
Axis, would not theſe have illuminated our Night 
with a ſometimes more, ſometimes leſs, glorious 
Hemiſphere of Stars? But does our Night being 
illuminated with a more or leſs glorious Hemiſ- 
phereof Stars, depend on the Earth's annual Motion, 
or the Clearneſs of the Night; on which? I ſhould 
be aſhamed to argue in ſo thoughtleſs, rambling a 
Manner : And indeed I am almoſt aſhamed to 
ſtand confuting ſuch Puerilities. The Author could 
not but know better, but ſtuat anguſto Limite 
Mundi: He muſt have more Worlds. The Sun 
and Stars could not be created when the Earth was ; 
nor perhaps the Earth when Moſes ſays it was. The 
Stars are at a Million Times Millions of Miles diſ- 
tance, and give us a glorious Idea of the ſtupen- 
dous Magnitude of the Works of the great Cre- 
ator. What! all thoſe vaſt prodigious Globes 
made for this little dirty Spot of Ground, which 1s 
but a mere Atom in Compariſon with them? No; 
we know better: Moſes was no Philoſopher; and 
was not concerned to write Truth. The 1/raelites 
were Children, and lying to Children 1s not lying. 
Thoſe deep Points of Philoſophy, ſuch as Bowls 
rolling round, were * above the Capacity of Man- 
kind four Thouſand Years ago, whoſe Intellects 


have been refining ever ſince ; and now have grown 


to their greateſt Perfection. Maſes might teach 


them 14% reverence the great Creator of all Things, 
and preſerve them from the Idolatry of the heathen 
Nations, who worſhipped the Sun and the Moon; the 
beſt way to which was to keep them in Ignorance. 
of the Nature of Sun and Moon. "though Mo/es 


did not teach the People one Word of Truth, but 
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ſuited all to the vulgar Conceptions, yet is Heat the ſame 
Time perfectly conſiſtent with true Philoſophy*. It is 
true, that God created Heaven and Earth the firſt 
Day; and yet it is true, that Sun, Moon, and 
Stars might exiſt long before, nay and the Earth 
9 too, notwithſtanding what Moſes has fad +. It is 
1 true what Maſes ſays, that the Heavenly Bodies are 
3 in the Firmament, and yet it is not true, for they 
only appear 5 io. It is true the Stars were made 
to give Light upon the Earth in the Night, 
and yet it is not true; tor can we think that God 
made theſe vaſt and numerous Bodies only de twintle 
to us in the Night? Or is it not à more re0jonable 
Conjecture, that the fixed Stars are all Suns, with 
planetary Morids moving round them like cur Sun | 
Moſes's Accornt is pci +feftly conſiſtent with rue 
Philoſophy, though he altigns them a Ule, the 
Reverſe of Mr. Jenming 75's Philoſoph y. It is true, 
that God made the Sun and Moon to be Lights on 
the fourth Day; and yct they gave Light long be- 
tore. In ſhort he makes every Vi Lord to be both 
true and falſe in different Parts of his Book ; will 
neither allow Moſes capable of expreſirg what he 
did underſtand, nor to underſtand what he has 
expreſſed right. Thoſe who did not underſtand 
Moſes, or were biaſſed by their wrong Notions of 
Philoſophy, ſuppoſed he wrote ad Captum d, 
and ſuited his Deſcription to the Appen ance of 
Things; but nobody cxccpt Mr. Feuuings, that I 
know of, ever ſuppoſed he did not underſtand 
what he wrote; or made him incapable of cxpret- 
ſing what he could not but underſtand : Eut we 
are not to wonder that Moſes did not underſtand 
what he wrote, „for the Prophets did not always 
* ® App. p. 147. + P. ge. 5 P. 
1 ji Sce the Book, p. 104. 
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t underſtand the Meaning of their own Propheſies z 
ec as appears, ſay he, from 1 Pet. i. 11. The Pro- 
« phets—Searching what, or what manner of Time 
&« the Spirit of Chriſt, which was in them, did fig- 
«© nify, &c. ** This Argument fails but in two 
Points Firſt, his Medium is falſe— Secondly, 
it would not prove what it is brought for, if it 
were true. His Medium, that the Prophets did 
not know the Time, is falſe: The Greek tpewwrles 
£45 uu n T9099 8x19) 1Mphlies the contrary, that they 
SEARCHED it out, or found it out by Searching. 
The Word ſuppoſes Knowledge, 1 Cor. ii. 10. 
« God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit; 
for the Spirit SZARCHETH all Things, yea, the 
«© deep Things of God.“ And Rom. Cap. vill. 27. 
„ He that SearcnetTH the Hearts, knoweth what 
is the Mind of the Spirit.” And fo in other 
Places, epwv#w is ſo far for ſuppoſing Ignorance of 
what is ſearched for, that it ſuppoſes it known, 
and found out, upon ſearching. And fo it was 
here; the Prophets by the help of revealed Hints 
found out the Time, as it follows in the next 
Verſe : Uta whom it was revealed, that not unto 
themſelves, but unto us they did miniſter the things. 
But if they had been ignorant of the Time, it would 


not follow they did not underſtand the Meaning of 


their Propheſies. The Gentleman is ſimplex dun- 
taxat & unus, he is reſolved to keep on, as he ſet 
Out. 

All this Pother is, leſt it ſhould be objected to 
him, that the true Motions of the Earth and 
Moon were not known ſo early as Moſes's Time. 
Ae has little Reaſon to be afraid of this Objection. 


The Morions of the Earth and Moon, and what 


is more, the Cauſes of thoſe Motions were known 
long before Ae was born; and the Knowledge 


App. p. 145. 
Was 
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was not loſt (if ever quite loſt) till Ages after. 
Mankind, in general, worſhipped the Heavens in- 
ter alia, tor circulating the Earth, under a Word, 
that expreſſes its twotold Motion: See M. Princ. 
Part 2. p. 234. That they knew the Shape of the 
Earth appears from calling it &53 Orbis; and de- 
{cribing the Earth by Na Circle or Sphere, J. 
xl. 22, © He that ſitteth upon the Circle of the 
« Farth,” and which our Wiſc- men never dreamt 
of; from their deſcribing; it as a Sphere over Wa- 
ters, Job xxvi. 10. © He eſtabliſhed 3T a Sphere, 
or ſpherical Shell, over the Surface of the Waters,“ 
Prov. viii. 27. Over the Surface of the Deep.“ 
« While as yet he had not made the Earth, 
« nor TEM GAM, is to cut off a Part; a great 
Part of the preſent Surface of the Farth had 
once higher Ground over it, which was torn off 
by the Water when it went down into the Abyſs. 
The upper Strata were carried off, ſo not unlike- 
ly that MY are the /ow Grounds, as NM Dy 
are the high Graunds. There were no Parts of 
the Earth cut off, nor any High or top Grounds) 
c the Fields, nor the high Grounds of the Globe. 
„ When he machined the Heavens, I was there 
c when he eſtabliſhed the Sphere over the Surface 
„ of the Deep: When he gave Strength to the 
Athers above; when he made ſtrong the Out- 
« lets of the Deep,“ Sc. Hannah ſpeaks of the 
Pillars or Supporters of the Earth, * but theſe Pil- 
lars are moveable, not fixed, Job ix. 6. Which 
% ſhaketh the Earth out of her Place, and the 
\, << Pillars thereof tremble.” The Heavens are 
_ theſe Pillars, Job xxvi. 11. The Pillars of the 
« Heavens tremble.** The Word for Pillars, is 
the Word by which they have faſtened that Error 
on the Scriptures of making the Earth ftand (hl! 
the true Idea of the Word is to Support ; * and 


* Prin. Part 2. Pp. 183. 
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Supporters the Earth muſt have; for itſelf it can- 
not ſupport or move. The hanging of the Earth 
in empty Space without any thing to ſuſtain or 
carry it, is an Improvement of the Moderns upon 
the Antients, which they may pride themſelves in, 
if they pleaſe. If the Heavens do compreſs the 
Earth with great Force, and embrace it on every 
Side : If that Strength which the Scriptures fo often 
aſcribe to the Matter of the Heavens under various 
Names, muſt of courſe reach the Earth, the Pillar 
of Light betwixt the Sun and it, and the Pillar of 
Spirit on its oppoſite Hemiſphere, may juſtly be 
called its Pillars, Supporters, or Suſtainers; on theſe 
God has placed the Globe, between theſe it moves, 
and is moved by them. Theſe Pillars perpetually 
tremble, and by that Motion perform what he has 
commanded them upon the Face of the Earth: As 
theſe two Columns of the Heavens are natural! 
compared to Pillars, and really do ſuſftazn the 
Earth; and as there are no other near the Earth, 
theſe muſt be the Pillars which both Hannah and 
Job ſpeak of; and I need not apologize for making 
the Pillars of Heaven to be the ſame with the Sup- 
porters of the Earth. How well they were acquaint- 
ed with the Motion of the Earth, appears from the 
_ vulgar Way of expreſſing themſelves ; ſuch as, 
It turned Morning. It turned Evening F. Our 
Days are turned away F. This is the Motion I ap- 
prehend meant, when it is ſaid, that God moved 
the Earth from its Place, or Station, by cauſing 2? 
to tremble ; and which Motion is alſo predicated 
of the Pillars of Heaven; for both one and the other 
have this tremulous Motion, 726 ix. 7. Pavan 
« Who, tremefacit, ſhaketh the Earth from its 
« Place (or perhaps from fanding) and the Pil- 
« lars thereof tremble ; who has commanded the 


® . Exod. . 27. + Deut. xxiil, 
$ Pal. xc. 9. Judg. viii. 13, 14,18. 
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* ſolar Fire, that it ſpringeth not up.; but ſealed 
« up (ſtationed) the Stars.“ Who alone ſtretched 
e out (or expanded) the Air, and walks (or made a 
« Place to walk upon) over the Top of the Water, 
and the like“ See Moſes's Princ. Part 2. p. 252. 
where there is more to the ſame Purpole, and 

other Parts of Scripture explained on this Head. 
They have tranſlated Shemeſh by Sun, and we 
don't diſtinguiſh what we mean by the Sun. The 
Word is uſed for nothing elſe, but that Part or 
Moicty of the Matter of the Heavens, which re- 
cedes from the Fire at the Orb of the Sun, in 
Light. A Cone of this Light, with its Baſe, co- 
Vers one halt of the Earth; and its Vertex 1s at the 
Sun. The Riſing of this Light upon the Earth 
is expreſſed by NT which has no relation to the Mo- 
tionot an Orb, as MD above has; but expreſſes the 
manner of the Motion of Light, which being in a 
ſtrait Line, puſhes of Courſe againſt whatever it 
meets with. The Light being continually preſſed out 
from the Sun by the Influx of the Spirit, of courſe 
ſtops againſt the Earth in its Journey, N is to ſuck 
or draw in the Spirit. The Torrid Zone is the grand 
Station of the Shemoſh on the Earth, from the 
Middle of which it declines twice every Lear; 
now towards one Pole, and then round towards 
the other, in a conſtant Circle. The Light and 
Spirit are the two Agents that circulate the Earth. 
As the Shemoſh declines, the Spirit takes its Place, 
or occupies as much Room as the other leaves. 
The Spirit impels, and ſo moves the Earth, by 
which means the Earth is turned, and the Light 
continually goes from one Part to another, and the 
Spirit follows it, and impels the HLarth juſt at the 
Edge between both. The Shemoſh not only ſprings 
up to the Earth every Morning, and gives the 
Spirit an Opportunity of impelling the Harth at 
tne Evening-edge, but taking its Station, as it 
neceſſarily muſt on the Middle of the Orb, the 
Spuit 


65 
Spirit from each Pole will puſh into this enlighten- 
ed Space; and if the Condition of the Heavens be 
the ſame, that is, if the Air be equally thinned on 
both Sides, no Declination could follow; but the 
Earth would turn round with the Sun vertical to the 
A quator. Now ſuppoſe the Fluid made thinner 
on one Side of the Torrid Zone, than the other; 
from the North Tropic ſuppoſe to the Notthern 
Pole; according to the general Rule the South 
Pole will, by the Spirit ruthing into the Space be- 
tween the North Pole and the Tropic, be buoyed 
up gradually more and more, as the Earth goes 
forward in its Orbit; and be the longer in the 
Light the more it is elevated : And this Elevation 
will be in Proportion to the Difference in the Con- 
dition of the Air on each Side the Equator. Now 
if it be aſked why the Declination is 23% 30. The 
Anſwer is plain : The Light and Spirit were for 
| ſome Days in the immediate Hand of God, when 
the Proportions were ſettled. Suppoſe the Earth 
began its Motion at the Northern Tropic, i. e. 
ſuppoſe the Pole elevated as much as it 1s at our 


Midſummer, the Spirit between the Pole and Tro- 


pic would as naturally impel the Earth at the 
Tropic, as the Spirit on the Evening-edge doth, 
and conſequently would bring that Pole down a 
little, and raiſe the other, and ſo every Day more 
and more, till it come to an A:quimox ; and when 
it is Æquinox, the Earth mult ſtill go forward, for 


the diurnal occaſions the annual Motion: It mult 


go forward. But why muſt the Light gradually 
gain upon the Southern Pole, which betore was in 
Darkneſs, and from Atquinox proceed to the other 
Solſtice ? Becauſe the Air on the Northern:-ſide, 
having been thinned by the Hemeſb, or Light of 
the Sun, is {till thinner than the Air on the South- 
fide, which the Sun is now going to, ſo the Spirit 


{til} keeps impelling the Harth on the lame Side, 


K and 


— - 


| 
| 


* Wy SIP 7 - p 
- K * . 
> = * > — 
„ 133 0 + £ * + 
LID. - LF”? L 7 2— 27 LY VIE 
—— - — 2 +» Tow — 


e 
ſe 


8 © 
* — 
* * 2 * 

* PR. * 


n 
+» 0: ha” 
I I 
g — 4 
— — — — 
- * — 22 
"WP V2 wah £4 


Le A” * 
— * 


1 


[ 66 
and ſtill keeps elevating the South Pole more and 
more into the Light, till it has raiſed it as much 
as the Difference in the Air will allow of, i. e. as 
far as the North Pole was : And now the Spirit, or 
Darkneſs covering the North Pole entiecdy; and 
the Air being denſer all the way thence to the 
Northern Tropic, the Spirit muſt of courſe ruſh 
into the thinned Space between the South Pole and 
Tropic, depreſs that Pole, and raiſe the Northern. 
If it be aſked, why the Spirit, when it was raiſing 
the Southern Pole, and had raiſed it 2309 s 
raiſed it no higher: It muſt be obſerved, that (be. 
ſides the proportioned Difference in the Fluid of 
the Air mentioned before) the diurnal Impulſe which 
is much ſtronger than this lateral Impulſe or 
Declination is almoſt at right Angles with it, almoſt 
in an oppoſite Direction, and ſo is a Check upon 
it, and regulates it. The Weight of the Spirit on 
the darken'd Pole, keeps buoying the other up, 
till it hath hoiſted it ſo far as the different Quanti- 
ties of Light on the temperate and trigid Zone on 
one Side the Line, and on the temperate and frigid 
Z.one on the other Side, will admit of. Had that 
Difference been made greater at firſt, the Declina- 
tion would have been greater; there always will 
be a Difference, and I ſuppoſe nearly the ſame Dif- 
ference. It is juft ſo with the diurnal Impulſe, 
that is greater in the Evening, becauſe the Earth 
turning from Day into Night, the Spirit continually 
refſes into Day, ſo into that Space moſt thinned. 
here-ever it is Summer, the Air is thinneſt, and 
dice versd ; and the Seaions on the different Sides 
of the Line, are always at different Parts of the 
Year ; io there always muſt be a Difference in the 
Strength of the lateral Impulſes; on which Side 
ſoever the Impulſe is greateſt, the oppoſite He- 
miſphere muſt enjoy the more of the Sun ; 
but this Impulſe can never raiſe the Pole above a 
certain 


lin 
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certain Height, unleſs it were ſtronger than the 
Impulſe of the Spirit in the diurnal Motion. Look 
into their Aſtronomical Books, and it is plain from 
the Axis of the Earth keeping its Parelleliſm, that 
the Pole, which in one part of the Year is turned 
to the Sun, in the oppoſite Poſition, muſt be 
turned from the Sun : As the Earth then ſwims 
in this Fluid, and is moved by it, the Spirit which 
impels the South Pole in our Summer, will impel 
the North Pole in our Winter ; the annual Motion 
naturally bringing firſt one Pole, than the other 
into the Light, and ſo neceſſarily changing the 
Place of the Spirit's Impulſe. This 1s the conſtant 
Round the SHemoſb and Spirit keep on the Surface 
of the Earth from Tropic to Tropic: And ſay- 


ing the Shemoſh and Spirit conſtantly keep theſe 


Rounds from South to North, and from North to 
South, 1s ſaying they carry the Earth in a Round 
with its Axis, making an Angle with the Plane of 
the Ecliptic. To this annual Motion, taking in 
the Declination, I imagine, the following Paſſage 
from Solomon relates; which I ſhall tranſlate lite- 
rally, Eccleſ. chap. i. ver. 4. &c. 

« One Generation comes, and another goes off, 


but the Earth endures continually. The Shemeſh 
„ allo ſprings up, and the Shemoſb goes off: And 


cc at its Station drawing in the Spirit, ſpringing up 
e from thence, going towards the South, and 
„turning round to the North, goes round in a 
Circle. The Spirit coming on, and in its 
% Rounds the Spirit returns.” 


Here is not one Word about the Motion of the 


Orb of the Sun, nor is the Earth any farther men- 


tion'd, than as the Rifing of the Sun upon it ſuppoſes 


it included; and the drawing in of the Spirit into 
the Torrid Zone, which I ſuppoſe is meant by 248 
Station, raiſing the Light up from thence, and 
driving it before it in a Circle round and round, 


ſuppoſes, 
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E 
ſuppoſes alſo the Earth to be the Scene of Action ; 
and alſo ſuppoſes the Earth to go in this Round 
for otherwiſe the Shemoſp (the Light of the Sun) 
could go no ſuch Round; but muſt come out in a 
ſtrait Line from the Orb of the Sun, and return 
thither in another. So we have not only the annual 
Motion with the Declination mentioned, and de- 
ſcribed, but the Cauſe aſſigned. 

Mr. Jennings thinks the true Motions of the Earth 
and Moon were not known fo early as Maſes's 
Days: As Solomon lived ſome time after Moſes, it 
will abate the Diſguſt perhaps to find this Piec : 
of Philoſophy here: As to the /rue Motions of tue 
Earth on which they ſo weakly triumph over the 
Antients, though they pride themſelves ſo much on 
them, yet they don't ſeem to have got the Secret en- 
tirely out; for if the Earth gocs forward, as it 
moves round, hike a Bowl or Wheel, they will 
then have found the Motion, but not the true Mo- 
tion: For of this they have had no Notion ; if 
they had, they might have given a much, better 
Gueſs at the Diſtance of the Sun, than their ro- 
mantic Calculations make it. 

Dr. Keil, in the Preface to his Aſtronomical Lec- 
tures, ſays, « Moſt of the Diſcoverics he has relat- 
« ed, were known to Aitronomersot former Agecs;*? 
* but according to the Diſtemper of the Fimes, he 
launches out into an Encomium on the W ]mer ful 
Inventions of Sir Iſæac Newton,----- a Genius of a 


Divine Nature, who diſcovered the Iountain amd 


Spring of all Celeſtial Motions. So I ſuphoſe the 
Antients were ignorant of this: But for the Mo- 
tion of the Farth (a deep Point of Philoſophy, ac- 
cording to Mr. Jennings, which it could not be 
ſuppoſed Moſes would attempt to teach a poor 
favouring Perple, but lately come from working in 
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the Brick-kilns) this was known Ages before Learn 
ing travelled into theſe Parts of the World. Py- 
thagoras brought it from AZgypt into Greece +, and 
the Sarazens, || after they had conquer'd Egypt, 
brought Aſtronomy with them into Spain, and the 
Weſtern Parts of Europe : And Pythagoras, it ſeems, 
had it from the firſt Aſtronomers, either Egypti- 
ans or Chaldeans*. As to the Obſervations on 
which the Diſtances of the heavenly Bodies are 
calculated, the Doctor, ſeemingly, gives them up. 
Speaking of the Diſtance of the fix*d Stars, he ſays, 
« But if the Obſervations happen to be lets ac- - 
« curate, ſo that there may be a Minute or more 
« between them and the Truth, and moſt of our 
« Obſervations are ſuch, the Diſtance that ariſes 
« from the Computations made upon ſuch Obſer- 
% yations, will be prodigiouſly wide of one an- 
« other, and all of them very different from the 
« Truth $.” But if we live to the Year 1761, 
« the Method ſhewn by Dr. Halley will enable us 
to determine the Diſtance of the Sun to a great 
« Nicety, v/z. within a five hundredth Part of the 
«© Whole, or to about an hundred and ſixty thouſand 
Miles. Atpreſent it is not determined to ſo great 
an Exactneſs**, The Orb of the Sun is a Body 
of paſſive, inactive Matter, ſurrounded by Fire, 
which renders it impoſſible to know its Bigneſs. 
And this is ſufficiently proved, by the numberleſs 
different Gueſſes Aſtronomers have made at its 
Size and Diſtance; no two ever agreeing with 
each other, or ſcarce any one with himſelf, at the 
different Obſervations : And, it ſeems, in ſeven- 
teen Years Time they are all to be proved falſe. 
Thus have I examined the Phzloſophy of Moſes, 
and Mr. Jennings's Comment upon 1t ---- in order 


o ſhew the Perfection of the Prophet, and the Miſ- 
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